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Cathedral's new canons 


FOUR new honorary canons were installed during Evensong at Christ Church Cathedral 
on June 8 (picture right). It was an occasion for the Diocesan ‘family’ to come together, and 
there was a large congregation of senior clergy, relatives, friends and parishioners from all 
three archdeaconries. Pictured above, at the service (left to right) are: Canon Martin Chad- 
wick (Charlbury), Canon Bill Whiffen (Seer Green), the Bishop of Oxford, the Dean of Christ 
Church, Canon Ken Humphreys (California) and Canon Cavell CaveU-Northam (Stony Strat- 
ford). Photos: Frank Blackwell. 

Keeping poverty 
on the agenda 


CHRISTIANS like ourselves 
should stand “in solidarity with 
the poor’ ’ , whatever the cost — 
and not only with the materially 
poor, but with all those who are 
vulnerable and in need — said 
the Right Revd Richard Harries, 
Bishop of Oxford. He was 
speaking at the Churches and 
Poverty Conference, organised 
by the Diocesan Board for 
Social Responsibility (BSR) and 
the Diocesan Institute in Oxford 
on June 15. 

Many present were ex-Church 
Urban Fund parish and deanery 
promoters, plus others concern- 
ed about poverty from a variety 
of churches, communities and 
political perspectives. “We 
want to clear up the confusion 
between poverty, politics, the 
Church Urban Fund and God,” 
was the response from one of the 
workshops, and all were clear 
that there must be a way of talk- 
ing about poverty and politics 
from a Christian perspective. 

Frank Field, MP, chairman of 
an all-party House of Commons 
Select Committee on Social 
Security, highlighted the grow- 
ing number of very young single 
mothers, and the large number 
of low birth- weight babies; the 
problems of long-term 
unemployed people; the lack of 
appropriate technical training in 


by Anne Borrowdale 

Social Responsibilty Officer 

schools; and a change in at- 
titudes whereby self-interest had 
replaced commitment to the 
common good. His speech pro- 
voked some intense debate, as 
well as setting the scene for 
other speakers. 

The impact of shipyard 
closures on a north-east com- 
munity was vividly outlined by 
Yvonne Fife, development 
worker at the Benedict Biscop 
project in Sunderland — which 
the Oxford Diocese supports 
through the Church Urban 
Fund. The Revd Ron Hart, from 
the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Aylesbury, told of the 
local Southcourt adventure 
playground and information 
centre project, while Elizabeth 
Higgs, Director of the Arkleton 
Trust, and the Revd Glynn 
Evans, Oxfordshire Rural 
Chaplain, described the hidden 
face of rural poverty. 

There was general agreement 
that churches of different 
denominations should together 
assess the needs of their local 
community, and perhaps share 
their buildings, skills and 
resources with it. 

Conference members wanted 
the Diocese to keep poverty on 
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the agends, and not to be afraid 
to lobby on a political level. 
There was support for Church 
Action on Poverty, but also an 
awareness that CAP has its 
critics in our Diocese. The 
Board of Social Responsibility 
was asked to maintain interest in 
these issues through its own 
newsletter and The DOOR. 

For a fuller report and infor- 
mation about poverty and related 
issues in the Diocese please con- 
tact the BSR at Diocesan Church 
House. 


Ordination of women 



The great debate 


THE debate on the ordination of 
women to the priesthood is the 
major item on the agenda of the 
Oxford Diocesan Synod at its 
meeting at Lady Spencer Chur- 
chill College near Wheatley on 
June 29. The result will have no 
direct effect upon the voting of 
General Synod members when 
they meet to consider the final 
legislation in 1992. However, 
all diocesan results will be 
available to them. 

Diocesan synod members are 
drawn from the laity and clergy 
of the Church of England in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. They are be- 
ing asked to debate and vote 
upon a motion proposed by 
Canon Martin Peirce, the 
Diocesan Director of Or- 
dinands: “That this Synod ap- 
proves the proposals embodied 
in the draft Priests (Ordination 
of Women) Measure and in draft 
Canon C4B (Of Women Priests) 
and draft Amending Canon No 
13”. The Revd Edwin Barnes, 
Principal of St Stephen’s House, 
will be the main speaker against 


it, and the debate will be chaired 
by Dr Philip Giddings. 

The voting on the motion will 
be by Houses: the House of 
Bishops, the House of Clergy, 
and the House of Laity. Each 
will separately have to approve 
the legislation by a simple ma- 
jority vote. Before the vote is 
taken, there will be a period of 
silence followed by a recitation 
of the Lord’s Prayer to em- 
phasise that all Synod members 
are one in Christ. Immediately 
after the result is announced, the 
Synod will end. 

The deanery synods have 
already voted on the issue. Brad- 
field, Mursley, Newport, 
Reading, Vale of the White 
Horse, Wantage and Woodstock 
voted against the motion, while 
the other 22 deaneries voted for 
it. In all, 293 clergy voted for 
women priests and 129 against 
with 19 abstentions. Of the lay 
members 825 voted for, 340 
against with 43 abstentions. 

There will be a full report of 
the Diocesan Synod debate in 
the September DOOR. 


^ Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


Overlooking the Bay 
of Bengal, skilled 
craftspeople make 
hand painted batiks. 

one village has 
helped transform 
these onto very special 
quilt covers (with 
matching pillowcases) 
now on sale at our 
shops. 

Home and living 
accessories from 
Africa, Asia, South 
America. 


village^ 

/orld Shop ^ 


one 

The World Shop 


WOODSTOCK OXFORDSHIRE 
REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

FROM CO-OPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 
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THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 


A selection of events: 
with BISHOP STEPHEN VERNEY 


13 July — “Water into Wine” 

30 August-1 September — “Dance of Love" 
13-15 September — Retreat for Ministers 
in Secular Employment 
27-29 September — “Journey of Prayer” 
— also 

8 June — “The Perennial Philosophy" with 
Professor Keith Ward 

12-14 July — “Appleseed" weekend with 
Brenda Heales and Chris Cook 


Details on these and other events, please send 
S.A.E. to: The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, 
Oxon OXI4 4AF. Tel: 0235 847401. 


LUZAR 

VESTMENTS 

Beautifully hand embroidered 
Eucharistic Vestments, made 
by Sisters in Poland, at very 
competitive prices 
(£180-£300). 

Also available — Stoles, Albs, 
Cottas, Small Altar linens etc. 

Details from: R. W. Luzar, 7, 
Lavender Close, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP21 8YY 

Visits can be arranged (with no 
obligation). Tel: 0296-82408 
(Evenings/Weekends). 


WITHOUT THIS ATTRACTION YOU MIGHT 
NOT SEE THE OTHERS 


THE THAMES BARRIER 

THE LARGEST MOVABLE FLOOD 
BARRIER IN THE WORLD 



Visitors Centre with Exhibition 

Spectacular new Audio-Visual Show 
Hallett's Panorama of Bath 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Admission Price (Discounts: seniors, children, groups) 
Self-service Cafeteria with Riverside Terrace 
Function Room and Evening Carvery 
for pre-booked groups: 

O081-316 4438 


Well stocked book and souvenir shop. Riverside Walkways and Picnic 
Area. Round Barrier Cruises 
Ample Car Parking. FREE COACH PARK 
Regular boats from Westminster. Tower and Greenwich Piers 
HU T rain to Charlton 

THAMES BARRIER VISITORS CENTRE 
0081-854 1373 

Unity Way. Woolwich. London SE18 5NJ 


F or choosing Siloam as your 
channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



" Helping Poor Children 
in Portugal" 


* SILOAM { 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES f 
5, Clarendon Place, £ 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG f 

If you would like to know more about our £« 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill 
in the coupon below for a copy 
of our free magazine 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. Treherne, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 


24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


COURAGE 

SHIRE HORSE CENTRE 

Cherry Garden Lane, Maidenhead Thicket Maidenhead, 
Berkshire SL6 3QD 
Tel: Littlewick Green (062882) 4848 

August 3rd and 4th — Craft Fair by Chiltern Craft Association 
September 8th — owl, hawk and falconry day 
October 1 2th and 1 3th — Heavy Horse Show. 


* Shire Horses * Shetland Ponies * Aviaries and owls * 

Open from 1 0.30am-5.00pm * Gift shop * Audio Visual * Antique 
Bygones * Disabled facilities 


On the A4 between Maidenhead and Reading, 
function 8/9 o! M4 

ADULTS £2.00 
CHILD A OAP £1.50 

COME ALONG AND SEE US 



[-Highlands- JERSEY 


“for the best in Christian hospitality . . 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry ★ Families welcomed 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms * Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool * Fully inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL, Dept DR, Corbiere • St. Brelade • 
Jersey JE3 8HN • Channel Islands • Tel (0534) 44288 


A day in the walk of Bishop John 



dampened the spirits of the 
Revd John Bone, Bishop of 
Reading on his 250-mile walk 
around Berkshire even when 
he has had to cope- with the 
unexpected. In Reading for in- 
stance, the ‘transport’ provid- 
ed by one church was a 
tandem. “Have you ever tried 
riding a tandem wearing hik- 
ing boots?,” said the Bishop. 

June 14 was also an unusual 
day, especially for Mrs Julia 
Birt and baby Matthew who 
bumped into Bishop John at 
Asda’s in Lower Earley 
(right), and for 78-year-old 
Mrs Ethel Blackwell (below) 
who had coffee with him at 
Trinity Church. For the 
parishioners of Shinfield led 
by their vicar, Simon Baker 
(top), it was also a special day. 
It isn’t often you welcome your 
bishop on a motorway bridge. 
Perhaps the highlight, 
however, was lunch at Shin- 
field C of E School (bottom) 
where Bishop John took his 
turn in the queue with the 
children. It was after all just 
part of a day in his walk. (See 
June DOOR for route details.) 

Photos: Frank Blackwell 
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Trust to take up 
media challenge 


A NEW charity, the Churches 
Media Trust, will aim to help 
Churches in Berkshire, Buck- 
inghamshire and Oxfordshire to 
communicate more effectively 
through the media. The Trust is 
being launched on July 1, and 
has the backing of all the 
mainstream Christian denomina- 
tions in the three counties. 

The Chairman of the 
Trustees, the Revd Richard 
Thomas who is also the 
Diocesan Communications Of- 


ficer, founded the Trust in 
response to a growing need for 
a fresh approach and more 
financial support to help Chur- 
ches become more involved in 
the rapidly expanding media 
world. 

He said: “The Churches have 
Good News for our nation, but 
we need to grasp the oppor- 
tunities presented by the media 
Tor sharing the Good News. We 
need to learn how to present our 
message clearly, unambiguous- 


Primary school 
wrecked bv fire 


A MUCH loved Church of 
England Aided school in East 
Oxford has been devastated by 
fire. Ninety per cent of the roof, 
and 60 per cent of the first floor 
of SS Mary and John First 
School in Hertford Street was 
severely damaged by the blaze, 
which was discovered at lam on 
Sunday, June 16. The fire was 
being treated as possible arson. 

Six classrooms, the head- 
teacher’s office, the library and 
the craft resources area were 
destroyed, and there was severe 
smoke and water damage to the 
rest of the building. In an inter- 
view with the Oxford Mail , the 
head teacher, Mr Tony Eaude 
said: “It is a lovely school and 
a lovely building. To see it 
wrecked like this, for all it 
stands for in the community, and 
for what people have built over 
100 years, is a desperate tragedy 
for all of us.” 

First estimates of the cost of 
rebuilding the school are put at 
over £1 million, and the work is 
likely to take two years. Mean- 
while, 180 of the 258 pupils ag- 
ed five to eight have been 
displaced by the fire. When the 
school reopened on June 24, 
some classes were temporarily 
housed nearby in the former 
Cowley St John First School. 
The dining room was also turn- 
ed into an emergency class- 
room, and the kitchen into a 
staffroom. However, ar- 
rangements to put up temporary 
classrooms on the site were 
already well in hand. 

The Revd Tony Williamson, 
Diocesan Director of Education 
(Schools), paid tribute to the 


speed with which the local 
education authority had respond- 
ed to the tragedy. “On behalf of 
the Diocese I would like to ex- 
press our gratitude for the 
wonderful support from the 
Education Authority whose of- 
ficers were in the school 
throughout the weekend of the 
fire advising, assisting and plan- 
ning. I would also like to ex- 
press our sympathy with the 
pupils, parents and teachers in 
the trauma that they have been 
through, in losing what must 
feel like their second home.” 
Many of the teachers had lost 
detailed class material which had 
been built up over many years, 
he said. 


Goodbye 
and thanks 

HELEN Stanton, Christian 
Aid’s Area Secretary, thanks 
everyone who worked so hard to 
make this year’s Christian Aid 
Week such a success. The total 
raised is expected to exceed last 
year’s record of £6.8 million. 

Helen is leaving Christian 
Aid, after five years, to become 
Anglican Chaplain to the 
University of Sheffield. All 
good wishes to Helen in her new 
ministry. The closing date for 
applications for the Area 
Secretary’s post is July 15, and 
interviews will be held on July 
30. Forms and details from 
Christian Aid, Inter-Church 
House, 35 Lower Marsh, Lon- 
don SE1 7RL. 


ly and professionally in today’s 
media.” 

All the Trustees are either 
professional Christian broad- 
casters and journalists, or Chris- 
tians experienced in ecumenical 
Christian administration. They 
include the Revd David Winter, 
former head of BBC religious 
broadcasting. Church Army 
Captain Barry Amis, a well 
known local broadcaster and 
Sector Minister for Communica- 
tions in Milton Keynes and the 
Revd Alan Smith, Minister of 
New Road Baptist Church in 
Oxford and chairman of the Ox- 
ford Council of Churches’ Radio 
Group. The Treasurer is the 
Revd Hugh Lee, Deputy Chief 
Economist for British Coal. 

Funding for the Churches 
Media Trust will come from 
Churches, individuals and 
Christian charities. In its first 
year it hopes to release more 
than £25,000 for media projects. 
Later this year, for instance, the 
Trust will fund the post of a 
religious producer at Radio Ox- 
ford, a job recently done by the 
Oxford Council of Churches. It 
will also offer similar posts to 
BBC and independent radio sta- 
tions in Berkshire, Buckingham- 
shire and Oxfordshire, as 
funding permits. 

In addition to funding 
religious production posts, the 
Trust also hopes to publish more 
adventurous audio-visual train- 
ing material for the Churches. 
The first publication is likely to 
be a training course. Com- 
municating the Gospel, written 
and produced by David Winter. 

A brochure describing the 
work of the Churches Media 
Trust is available from Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
OX2 0NB. 


The evidence for God 


HALF the contributors to a new book in sup- 
port of traditional Christian beliefs are well- 
known Church figures in the Oxford Diocese. 
Beyond Reasonable Doubt: Evidence for God 
in the 1990s , is a collection of essays original- 
ly published in pamphlet form by the Chris- 
tian Evidence Society. 

The Society was founded in 1870 to present 
and justify the central claims of the Christian 
message. Its chairman is the Right Revd 
Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford, who con- 
tributes an essay to the collection on ‘ Evidence 
for the Love of God’. The Society, he says, is 
ecumenical, and its main aims are to clear up 
misunderstandings, answer doubts and set out 
the faith so that people can see clearly what 
it is. 

In a foreward to the book the Bishop writes: 
“There is much more to be said in favour of 
a traditional interpretation of Christian belief 


than is sometimes allowed for today.” It was 
felt that the republishing of the pamphlets in 
book form would be a useful contribution to 
the Decade of Evangelism, he says. 

The three other Diocesan contributors are 
Richard Swinburne, Professor of the 
Philosophy of the Christian Religion at the 
University of Oxford, who writes on ‘Evidence 
for God’, Canon William Purcell, author of 
many books and a one-time BBC Radio 
Midlands religious programmes producer who 
contributes ‘Evidence for the Holy Spirit’, and 
the Revd David Winter, Bishop’s Officer for 
Evangelism and a former head of BBC 
Religious Broadcasting, who presents 
‘Evidence for Life after Death’. 

Beyond reasonable Doubt: Evidence for God 
in the 1990' s is edited by Gillian Ry eland and 
published by the Canterbury Press, Norwich 
for the Christian Evidence Society (£3.25). 


Oxford welcomes Keston 


THE Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries (centre) blessed the new Oxford home 
of Keston College at its official opening at the end of May. Canon Michael Bourdeaux, General 
Director and founder, (right) said: “The move to Oxford represents a completely new chapter 
in the life of Keston College, known here as Keyston Research.” The organisation, which 
has moved from Kent, monitors and documents the persecution of religious organisations 
and communities in Communist countries and campaigns for religious freedom. Keston 
Research is looking for members of Oxford churches willing to help with the enormous task 
of recording and collating information. Also photographed is the Revd Michael Wright, vicar 
of St Barnabas, Oxford. If you can help, telephone Keston Research, 0865 311022. 


Support for couples 


“AFTER the big bang of the 
wedding, we do very little to 
support our newly-marrieds,” 
said the Christian psychiatrist, 
Dr Jack Dominian, speaking at 
a lunch near Amersham to mark 
the 20th year of the Marriage 
Research Centre which he 
founded in 1971 and which has 
recently been renamed One Plus 
One. 

One Plus One is committed to 
researching into the changes 
which have occurred in modem 
marriage, and then to using the 
findings as the basis of counsell- 


Douai Abbey complete? 


THE Roman Catholic Benedictine community of Douai Abbey at Woolhampton near Reading 
has had a troubled history, which promises to end more happily. The original monks were forc- 
ed abroad by Henry VIII only to be suppressed again in France during the French Revolution. 
The survivors moved to Douai in northern France and were expelled in 1903. They returned 
to England, and the foundation of the new Abbey Church at Woolhampton was laid in 1928. 
But lack of funds meant that building had to stop after only one third of Arnold Crush’s Gothic 
edifice was complete. Now more than 60 years later an appeal has been launched to complete 
the church and its patrons include not only leading Roman Catholic figures but out own Bishop 
of Reading. Photo: Members of the Douai community with a model of the completed church 
and in the background the unfinished building. 


ing, education and information 
in order to prevent marriage 
breakdown, currently running at 
40 per cent. 

“We very vigorously main- 
tain that despite all the changes 
in society today, we should still 
aim at stability of marriage. It 
is in the best interests of health, 
emotional stability, children and 
society as a whole,” said Dr 
Dominian. Last year they had 
been the first organisation for 
forty years in the field of mar- 
riage to get a government grant. 
A further £100,000 needed to be 
raised each year, but investment 
in marital and family stability 
produced very high returns in 
human well-being he said. 

One Plus One is based at the 
Central Middlesex Hospital, Ac- 
ton Lane, London NW10 7NS. 

Choirgirl 

contest 

A NATIONWIDE search is on 
to find Britain’s Choir Girl of 
the Year. The competition is 
open to girls between 1 1 and 17 
who sing with a church choir or 
music group. The national final 
will be in the BBC Concert Hall 
on Saturday September 14. The 
winner receives £500, a trophy, 
and a prize of £1,000 for her 
choir. Entry forms from Choir 
Girl of the Year Competition, 
July Wills, Radio 2, Broad- 
casting House, Portland Place, 
London W1A 4WW. 


Conference 

A day conference for Christian 
Aid supporters in Oxon and 
Berks on ‘Christian Aid and 
Southern Africa’ will be held at 
Cumnor Village Hall, near Ox- 
ford on Saturday September 7. 
Write to Christian Aid Area 
Office, 55 Rectory Road, Ox- 
ford OX4 1BW or phone 0865 
251222 by August 29 to book 
your place. 


Synod sleeps out 


MEMBERS of the General 
Synod are to spend a night sleep- 
ing rough, to raise money for 
homeless projects supported by 
the Urban Fund. 

The Synod meets at York 
University each summer. This 
year it coincides with National 
Sleep Out Week, and each 
diocese is being asked to choose 
and sponsor at least one member 
to Sleep Out to raise money for 
homeless projects throughout 
the country. The Church Urban 


Fund has already given more 
than £1 million to 29 projects 
dealing with homelessness. 

National Sleep Out Week is an 
initiative of the St Mungo’s 
Association. Last year more 
than £250,000 was raised to help 
charities working with the 
homeless and those suffering 
from the effects of poor housing. 
This year, organisers expect 
over 30,000 people to take part 
and between them raise more 
than £1 million nationally. 


MONEY MATTERS? 


For independent and impartial advice 
on how to invest wisely, including 

Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Being a caring employer 
Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 


FIMBRA 

^ MCMIU V V 


Quest Financial Services 
Midland Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon OX7 5NA 


uest financial services^ 
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FURNITURE 

RESTORER 

Let the Professional Services of Paul Hume protect your 
investment 

Expert in antique and modern furniture restoration, 
french polishing, cabinet repairs, 
insurance work 
FREE Collection Service 
Available 
Telephone: 

PAUL HUME 
on (0295) 257810 

Specialists in clock case restoration 
All work undertaken with care 


HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGE 

STILL SMALL VOICE HOLIDAYS 

18th-27th November inclusive 
Please note revised price 

£600 plus £59 single room supplement if required. 

(4/5 Star Hotel, H/B, Trips and Tips included) 
Leaders: Rev John Hudson and Rev Philip Roderick 
Further details and information, Itinery and booking forms 
available from: 

Rev John Hudson 

The Vicarage, Church Street, Gawcot, 

Bucks MK18 4HY. Telephone: 0280 813162 


WHITCHURCH SM MILL 

BRING THE FAMILY TO THIS 
UNIQUE WORKING MILL 

See old looms, water wheel powering 
machinery, video on silk production, 18th 
Century costume display. Shop selling silk, 
silk goods and gifts for all ages. Coffee shop, 
light lunches. 

River grounds. Large car park. 

Open: Tuesday to Sunday 10.30am to 5.00pm 
(Looms not working Sunday) 

28 Winchester Street, Whitchurch, Hants 

Telephone (0256) 893882 


MILTON KEYNES 
SHOPPING CENTRE 

Summer Pbfeere Centre 

One of the largest and most lavish profession children's Playeare 
Centre will be introduced at Middleton Hall, Central Milton Keynes 
Shopping Centre between 20th July and 3rd September 1991. 

This special facility will accommodate: 

Playeare Centre 

For children aged 3 to 9 years of age, supervised by a team of fully qualified, profes- 
sional Nursery Nurses. 

Charge: £1 .00 per half hour, maximum stay two hours. 

Baby Play Room 

For children aged from 6 months to 2 years, accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

Charge: £1.00 per half hour, maximum stay two hours. 

Baby Centre 

For feeding and nappy-changing. This facility will be free of charge. 

OPENING TIMES 

9.30am-5.30pm: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
9.30am-7.00pm: Thursday and Friday 
9.00am-5.00pm: Saturday 

All Centres will be lavishly equipped with a vast array of colourful and safe children's 

toys and equipment from around the world. 

Plus many special activities including: 

A themed bouncy castle, Computer games, Car racing. Karaoke, Snooker Knock-Out, 

Design an outfit and Painting competitions 
Plus many prizes throughout the summer period 


For further details contact: 

Marketing & Promotions Executive — Christina Rowe 
Central Milton Keynes MK9 3ES. 

Telephone: Milton Keynes (0908) 678641 — Facsimile (0908) 604306 pj 

Registered in England No: 1251756. 

Registered Office: Standon House, 21 Mansell Street, London El 8AA. 


* 
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Petertide ordinations 



DOOR knocking in Brighton 
may seem a hard way to 
prepare for the priesthood, 
but Geoffrey Morgan (pic- 
tured left) believes that his 
four years with a Christian 
mission on the south coast was 
much the most important 
period in his preparation for 
the ordained ministry. 

Like many of this year’s 
Petertide ordinands, Geof- 
frey’s call to ordination came 
only after a few years doing 
something completely dif- 
ferent. Though his parents 
had been missionaries in 
Uganda, Geoffrey returned to 
England with his mother at the 
age of seven after his father’s 
untimely death. He eventual- 


ly took a degree in languages 
and became a teacher — 
though it wasn’t long before he 
felt God wanted him to do 
something quite different. 

Then came his move to work 
with the mission based in 
Brighton, which in turn led to 
the decision to move north to 
Cranmer Hall, Derby, to train 


for ordination. Part of that 
training was a four-week 
placement in the Diocese of 
Nakuru in Kenya. 

On June 30, Geoffrey was to 
be one of 11 men and women 
ordained deacon by the Bishop 
of Oxford in Christ Church 
Cathedral. Then begins a new 
way of life for each one of 


them. For Geoffrey and his 
wife Fiona and their two 
young sons, this means a move 
to Reading where he will serve 
in the Parish of St Agnes. 



Bill Townsend 


BILL TOWNSEND was a stu- 
dent when he first made his 
commitment to Christ more than 
17 years ago. He spent 15 years 
working in the chemical in- 
dustry, first as a chemical 
engineer, then as a business 
planning manager. But during 
Keswick Bible Week about five 
years ago. Bill heeded God’s 
call to ministry. 

He began training for ordina- 
tion at St John’s College, Not- 
tingham. Bom a Yorkshireman, 
Bill married Margaret, a 
Midlander, and they have two 
sons Martyn, 9, and Joseph, 4. 
They are looking forward to ser- 
ving in their new parish of 
Hazlemere, a completely new 
environment for them. 


Among the deacons being ordained priest by the Bishop of 
Reading at the Minster Church of St Mary the Virgin on June 
30 were: David Bryan ( Christ Churchy Abingdon) , Hugh Ellis 
(St John f Sy Reading), James Gardom (Witney), Simon Grigg 
(Cowley) , Michael Heidt (St Luke's , Reading ), John Howard 
(Bracknell). And the Bishop of Buckingham , at St Mary's 
Church, Chesham was ordaining the following deacons into 
the priesthood: Francis Mason (Denham), Ian Tattum 
(Beacons field), Jolyon Trickey (Chesham Bois), Simon Weeden 
(Great Chesham). 


STEPHEN WHITMORE and 
Sheila, married for nearly 16 
years, have three children, 
Peter, Daniel, and Rebekah. 
The family lived in Reading, 
and attended the Church of St 
Catherine of Siena, Tilehurst 
before moving to Nottingham 
where Steve trained for ordina- 
tion at St John’s College. 

They are very pleased to be 
returning to the Diocese of Ox- 
ford where Steve will serve at 
St Nicholas, Newbury, just a 
few miles down the motorway 
from their previous home in 
Reading! Steve and Sheila ask 
for your prayers “that we might 
settle in quickly after we 
move”. 



Stephen Whitmore 


JOY PORTER, originally a 
Londoner, moved to Berkshire 
with her family where she 
received an “invaluable groun- 
ding in Christian teaching and 
encouragement to serve God’’ at 
Warfield Parish Church. She 
studied at the London Bible Col- 
lege, and went on to obtain a 
teaching certificate. 

For six years she taught RE 
and English at a comprehensive 
school in Taunton, Somerset, 
but the sense of vocation to 
ministry was growing and she 
began to train for ordination at 
Wycliffe Hall. Joy, a keen ar- 
tist and photographer, is look- 
ing forward to serving in 
Chalgrove and Berrick Salome. 



Joy Porter 


KENNETH SINGLETON was 
born in Fleetwood, a small 
fishing town in Lancashire, but 
moved south to Reading to 
work. In 1983, through the com- 
bined work of Mission for 
Home Evangelism and 
Grey friars Church, the Lord 
“took hold of me through door 
to door visitation”. 

Kenneth began training for the 
diaconate at Oak Hill College. 
He met Rachael while he was at 
Greyfriars in Reading. They 
married in 1987 and are now ex- 
pecting their first child. Kenneth 
and Rachael are looking forward 
to their first curacy at St John the 
Baptist, Grove. 



Kenneth Singleton 



Simon Reed 


SIMON REED, who grew up in 
Kent, hails from a non-religious 
background. But, guided by his 
Christian friends, he became a 
Christian when he was 15. He 
studied English Language and 
Literature at Trinity College, 
Oxford where he met Alison, 
also an English student. They 
married three years ago. 

Simon worked for two years 
as a lay assistant at Christ 
Church, Birkenhead, where he 
was mainly involved with young 
people. He trained at Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford and helped 
organise the 1991 Oxford Uni- 
versity Mission. Simon will serve 
at Holy Trinity, Aylesbury. 



Bill Gammon 


BILL GAMMON was bom and 
brought up in Sussex. He 
studied theology at Durham 
University, and graduated in 
1982. He was awarded an 
Anglican scholarship to study 
the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
and spent 18 months in Greece, 
Cyprus and the Holy Land as 
part of his research. 

On his return to England, Bill 
settled in Oxford and began 
research in philosophy and 
theology. But he cut his studies 
short to entei St Stephen’s 
House, Oxford. Bill has been 
sponsored by his home parish of 
St Andrew’s, Headington and 
will serve in Chalfont St Peter. 



Michael Halsall 


MICHAEL HALSALL, a Lan- 
cashire lad, was a mechanical 
production design engineer, first 
with the Ministry of Defence 
and then in the heavy goods 
vehicle industry before he em- 
barked on his theological train- 
ing at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 
He is married to Jane and they 
have two small children. 

Jane is a licensed reader and 
also hopes to exercise her 
ministry alongside her husband 
in their new parish of Cowley St 
John, Oxford. When not at work 
in the parish, Michael can be 
found either fishing on the 
Thames or digging in the much- 
loved garden. 


JULIE RAMSBOTHAM 
graduated in theology at the 
University of Durham. She then 
began a substantial research pro- 
ject into Anglican ecclesiology . 

A licensed Reader, Julie has 
spent the last seven years in an 
Urban Priority Area in 
Streatham, South London where 
she has divided her time bet- 
ween work in the parish and 
looking after her two young 
children, Sarah and Catherine 
with her husband David. Julie 
trained for the ordained ministry 
on the Southwark Ordination 
Course and will serve as Deacon 
of St Michael’s, Bray. 



Julie Ramsbotham 


RICHARD HARRISON and his 
family have a long association 
with Oxford and share a sense 
of vocation, his family in the 
education field and Richard in 
the ordained ministry. He spent 
eight years working with the 
University, including two years 
doing research in Germany. 

He felt privileged to be spon- 
sored by the Diocese for train- 
ing at the College of the 
Resurrection, Mirfield, West 
Yorkshire, now the only Anglican 
Theological College to be run by 
a monastic community. Richard is 
delighted to be returning to serve 
at St Giles, Reading. 



Richard Harrison 


DEREK WALMSLEY, 34, was 
born and brought up in 
Blackpool. He has been married 
to Carolyn for 1 1 years and they 
have two sons, Matthew, 9, and 
Paul, 5, and a daughter, Sarah, 
2 . , 

Before training for ordination 
at Oak Hill College, North Lon- 
don, Derek worked for the 
Department of Health and Social 
Security as a computer systems 
designer. A man of many in- 
terests, Derek lists his hobbies 
as guitar playing, photography, 
football, reading, music and 
Lego — with his children! He 
will serve in Bletchley. 



Derek Walmsley 


CENTRAL DEVON 

Solid Rock Guest House 

B&B + EM, which is optional, lovely home cooking, 1 
hour from the coast. 

Ideal location for walking through woods and moors. 

A very peaceful and restful holiday in a friendly Christian 
atmosphere. 

Tel: 0837 52560 


IQ® km 

Painting & Decorating Contractors 


PRIVATE HOMES to MAJOR CONTRACTS 
Artexing, coving, glazing, wall coverings 



For the very best in decorating telephone: 
(0734) 584846 (24 hours) or (0734) 441723 


V + GOLF 

gT IN THE 

W MIDLANDS 

i / UNLIMITED FREE 
WEEKEND GOLF! 

3 DAYS AND 2 NIGHTS 
FOR ONLY £108 

Price includes bed, breakfast, VAT, lunch, 
evening meal, Saturday evening entertainment, 
and all of your green fees 

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED? 

For brochure and details please contact ijs at: 

THE WINDMILL VILLAGE 
HOTEL & GOLF CLUB 

Hotel (0203) 402065 
Golf Club (0203) 407241 

GOLF SOCIETIES WELCOME 


BALLOON RIDES 

Champagne Balloon 
Flights over the 
Beautiful Chiltern Hills 

w 

£95.00 per person plus VAT 

HUMBUG BALLOON GROUP 

D Telephone: (02406) 4027 SB 
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RYDAL HALL 

Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat Centre, 
Rydal Hall, Ambleside LA22 9LX 

WHY NOT HAVE A WALKING HOLIDAY IN 
THE LAKES IN AUGUST 
Parish Groups Individuals or Families 
Adult tariff: £25.26 per day 
Apply to the WARDEN 
Telephone: 05394 32050 


THATCHING 

F. Lisi & Son 

A family based firm, established for 30 years offers an 
efficient, personal service in all aspects of rethatching 
and repairs. Free estimates given. 

"All our prices are highly competitive due to being a self- 
contained business/' 

All work guaranteed. 

Carswell Home Farm, Carswell, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 8PQ 
Telephone: Buckland (036787) 630 evenings 


Dry Cleaning 


by professionals 


‘The Complete Service’ 

Wedding and evening gowns. 

Attire for men. 

Personal household 
Alterations and repairs 

CHINNOR CLEANERS 

Unit 4, Middleway, Chinnor. Tel: (0844) 53775 


CHARITY CONCERT IN AID OF THE 

CRISIS IN AFRICA 

APPEAL 

NICOLA and ALEXANDRA BIBBY 
PIANO DUO 

Music Schools, Eton College 
on 

~ Sunday July 14th at 7.30pm 

programme to include: 

“ Fantasy on Porgy and Bess ” — Gershwin 

Tickets £8.00 including wine 
OAPS, students, children and the unemployed £5.00 

Tickets at the door or phone 081-874 6886 


The Positive Alternative 


Haines Watts can provide you with a wide range of cost effec- 
tive financial services. 

These include Book-Keeping, Tax Planning, VAT and many more. 
Contact us to see how we can help you with your financial 
affairs. 

Sterling House, 19/23 High Street, 
Kidlington, Oxford OX5 2DH 
Tel: (08765) 78282 

Haines Watts 

H7/ 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


Mike Fear 

Photographer 

CREATIVE 

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY 

Offering a personal service and the reassurance of 20 years 
of experience 

— Telephone: Watlington (049161) 2762 — 


Burford 

\Ajllfi Oxfordshire. 

n wU Te,: Burford 3006 
* 1 WK A World of 

Wild Animals 


Plus: 

★ Adventure Playground 
★ Picnic Areas 

★ Woodland Walks 

★ Narrow Gauge Railway 

★ Brass Rubbing Centre 
it Bar & Restaurant 

In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland 
OPEN DAILY from 10am to 6pm 
Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham 




An empathy for the lonely 




and his tam«> 

Miss (later Dame) Agnes Weston — 

founded her Sailors Rests over ^ 

100 years ago. her objective was to give the sailor and his family Christian 
care and love as an alternative to the beer halls that abounded in the 
naval port areas 

Today's Rests provide a range of modern activities, but the aim remains 
the same and above all to commend a personal faith in Jesus Christ 
We would ask you to stand with us in prayer and support for this work 
which is funded entirely by the generosity of the general public through 

Covenants. Gifts. Legacies and 
I Grants 

lilt you would like further infor- 
^ £ 1 mation please complete the 

LjhP coupon below and return it to 
The General Secretary Royal 
m Sailors Rest 2A South 

. Street. Gosport Hants 
PQ12 1ES 


Postcode 


Royal Sailors* Rests 


I WAS born at the end of the 
war in the middle of an air raid, 
and sometimes I feel as if I’ve 
been in one ever since! Ours was 
a Christian household. The 
Bible was read, things of God 
were discussed freely and Chris- 
tians came in and out. My 
grandfather was not a Christian, 
but one day he decided to push 
me in my pram to church, and 
that was his first step to becom- 
ing one — though, of course, I 
was unaware of all of that. 

In fact, my parents were 
members of the Brethren, and as 
such my upbringing was fairly 
restricted. There were certain 
limitations on the sort of career 
I could take up, but as I had 
always been fascinated by 
hospitals I did some training in 
hospital administration. 

Later, I had the opportunity to 
go into personnel management 
in industry, so I broke away 
from the health service for about 
seven years before I was made 
redundant. Shortly after the en- 5 


%% of:.. 

Paul Hawgood 


ding of my job, we left the 
Brethren and that left me free to 
start afresh in a new career in 
the caring field. 

The decision to leave the 
Brethren was not taken lightly, 
and it was a traumatic time in 
our lives. One felt great loyalty 
to the way one was brought up, 
and to those people. But we 
worked it out together, and 
though we had no clear sense of 
direction we felt that it was right 
for us. 

We had no children at that 
time, and we faced it alone. In 
a way that has a bearing on my 
work on loneliness. But only to 
some extent, because I had a 
very caring partner and we 
shared so much that I can’t claim 
to have had the sort of ex- 
perience I come across today. 
However, the time of the arrival 
of our two children soon after- 
wards in 1977 and 1979, after 
1 1 years of marriage and just 
when we thought we had lot all 
our family and friends, was so 
unmistakably right that we felt 
it to be a very warm provision 
of God for us. 

Barbara and I were looking 
for somewhere we could get 


some Christian ‘food*, and 
somewhere we could enjoy 
some Christian fellowship. So in 
1979, when we moved to Ox- 
ford, we started going to St 
Aldates Church, and have gone 
there ever since. 

The caring hospital setting 
was essential to me, and I 
couldn’t do what I do today 
without having had that ex- 
perience. But the NHS is the 
largest bureaucracy in Europe, 
and inevitably there are constric- 
tions and limitations on getting 
things done which I used to find 
very difficult. I am the. sort of 
person who likes to get things 
done yesterday. 

Starting up Archway was a 
combination of a lot of things. I 
learned a tremendous amount 
from other people, and they 
talked a lot about loneliness. 
Loneliness seemed to be round 
every comer — behind closed 
doors as well as in our streets. 

As Christians we often feel 
more comfortable addressing the 
spiritual bit, because it makes us 
feel better. It was some sort of 
conviction about my behaviour, 
to bring it into accordance with 
my beliefs, that led me to start 


looking at the Bible in a new 
way — and I started reading the 
Gospels and looking at the way 
the Lord asks us to do things 
here. Time and time again, as I 
was going through the Gospels, 
the Lord seemed to do some- 
thing practical. 

I was brought up to pay a lot 
of attention to beliefs and doc- 
trine, but I think I came to see 
that my behaviour was as impor- 
tant as my beliefs, and that there 
isn’t much value in addressing 
a person’s soul or emotions and 
ignoring the fact that he or she 
is unemployed, that their lives 
are in chaos, that they are in 
distress or that they have some 
physical disability. 

Our work revolves around 
loneliness and isolation, because 
we have to have a focus. But I 
believe that we should respond 
to a need as it i$, and not as we 
would like it to be. So if the 
needs of people change, or have 
a different expression in another 
place, we should be adaptable to 
meet that. 

Many organisations which 
started very small have moved 
away from their Christian basis, 
as they have grown, and I have 
been approached fairly recently 
to remove the Christian element 


in our work. It was a very strong 
appeal, with a lot of common 
sense, but I thought it right to 
resist it. If we did this, we would 
destroy the whole basis of what 
we are and become just another 
social welfare organisation, 
valuable as that might be. 

Our concern is for people as 
whole people, and our ministry 
to ‘hurt’ needs almost always 
leads to a ministry to spiritual 
needs. We are not there in any 
condescending or patronising 
way, but to do things with peo- 
ple. We are there alongside 
them, because we have been 
there ourselves. 

Paul Hawgood , born near 
Croydon, changed direction 
after redundancy, and trained as 
a psychiatric nurse, and went on 
to become Assistant Director of 
Nursing Services in the Psychi- 
atric Sector at the Littlemore 
and Wareneford Hospitals . In 
1989 he gave up the appoint- 
ment to work full-time for the 
Archway Foundation * whose 
main concern is ‘ ‘to provide a 
service to anyone who has 
become hurt through the ex- 
perience of loneliness and isola- 
tion, whatever their colour, 
creed or age 9 *, and which he 
had established in 1982. It is 
based in Oxford, but has recent- 
ly extended its service to South 
Yorkshire. While Archway was 
developing, Paul obtained an 
Open University degree and is 
also a keen canoeist and surfer. 
He and his wife Barbara have 
recently celebrated their Silver 
Wedding. They have two 
teenage children. 

*More details about the 
Archway Foundation , in- 
cluding possible ways of sup- 
porting its work, are available 
from: 9 Green Ridges, 

Headington , Oxford OX3 9PL. 
Tel: 0865 742231/60650. 


Marching for Jesus 

THE organisers of this year’s 
March for Jesus, on Saturday, 
September 14, expect 250,000 
Christians to turn out with ban- 
ners and balloons before a wat- 
ching world. To register your 
local march or to find out where 
your nearest one is contact the 
March for Jesus 91 , PO Box 39, 
Sunbury on Thames, Middx 
TW16 6PP. If you want us to in- 
clude details of your march in 
The DOOR please let us know 
about it as soon as possible. 


I am interested in supporting the work of the Royal Sailors' Rests to 7.91 

Please send me more information □] 

I should like to arrange for a member of Royal Sailors Rests to speak to my group □" 

Address 


lUrtomp leisure Ittr 

2i) 

Stalking, Grouse over dogs, Goose 
and Duck Shooting 
River and Loch Fishing 

Full board, all rooms , with private 
facilities. Licensed Bar. 

Packed Lunches available 

Tigh na sgoil, Kirtomy, 
Bettyhill, By Thurso, 
Sutherland, KW14 7TB, Scotland. 

Telephone: (06412) 375 
Fax: 06412 457 
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Room for celebration 


ST STEPHEN’S Church in Basildon, near Reading, is a 
distinctive modern building with a pyramid-shaped roof. 
However, it didn’t include a parish room and parishioners 
met in a small hut. At the end of March a new church cen- 
tre was opened by the Bishop of Reading, the Right Revd 
John Bone — designed to fit in with the church to which it 
is linked. It provides a large room for meetings, as well as 
a kitchen, lavatories and an attractive lobby. The total cost 
of the project has been £113,000, which was raised largely 
by the parishioners themselves. It is hoped that the new 
building will be used not only by the church, but by the wider 
community. Photo: (Courtesy, Reading Newspaper Com- 
pany) The Bishop of Reading (left) with the Revd David 
Meira, Vicar of Upper Basildon and architect, Michael 
Wilson-Doyle who designed the centre and also lives in the 
village. 


The work of the Diocesian Advisory Committee 

Churches in care 


“THIS church is now a 
museum, of course!” I unders- 
tand that visitors to church 
Jbuildings in Russia were, until 
recently, offered this concluding 
assurance by the Intourist 
guides. 

There are no such museums in 
the Diocese of Oxford. A few 
churches have been turned into 
houses or libraries, even 
demolished. About a dozen are 
in the care of the Redundant 
Churches Fund, but these retain 
their character as places of wor- 
ship and in some to them acts of 
worship still take place at least 
once a year. Others may yet join 
them. But there are more than 
800 Anglican churches in use in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire — more than in 
any other diocese. Taken as a 
whole they are the special con- 
cern of the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee for the Care of 
Churches generally known as 
the DAC. 

The DAC is a statutory body 
originating in 1913, when the 
then Archbishop of Canterbury 
persuaded parliament that the 
Church of England should be 
exempted from listed building 
controls. In effect, this meant 
that the Church should not be 
subject to secular authority for 
the internal arrangements of a 
place of workship while it re- 
mained in use — provided the 
Church cared for its church 
buildings. 

Over the years these ar- 
rangements have been improv- 
ed. But the conservation 
movement, instigated by 
William Morris, has also gone 
on to raise it’s game, persuading 
parliament to introduce suc- 
cessive Town and Country Plan- 


ning Acts which have 
strengthened public control on 
historic buildings. 

The present value of ‘ec- 
clesiastical exemption’ is vivid- 
ly demonstrated by the fact that 
since 1971 it has been a criminal 
offence to alter a secular listed 
building in any manner which 
would affect its special 
character. Most churches are 
listed buildings. The Church 
must match the standards of the 
secular planning system, with 
which it shares responsibility for 
control over changes to the ex- 
terior of churches. 



Authority in this field lies 
primarily with the chancellor of 
each diocese, in our case Peter 
Boydell, QC. He is the judge of 
the Bishop of Oxford’s court, 
the Consistory Court. With the 
assistance of the Registrar, 
Frank Robson, he administers 
the law for church buildings 
which is known as the Faculty 
Jurisdiction. The law demands 
that before any repairs, altera- 
tions or additions affecting a 


church, its ornaments, or fit- 
tings, or a churchyard can be 
undertaken, the incumbent and 
churchwardens must, through 
the PCC, apply to the 
Chancellor for permission to 
make them. The Chancellor 
looks to the DAC for advice. 

So the DAC is first and 
foremost concerned with the 
care of churches and their con- 
tents, as they have come down 
to us. But we (there are 20 of us) 
wouldn’t be involved with them 
in this way if they were not 
places of workship. I believe 
that the value of churches as 
historical monuments is in- 
timately associated with their 
continuing use as places of wor- 
ship. This connection is, I think, 
widely held on the committee, 
and not only by our eight clergy 
members, who incidentally in- 
clude an architect and a 
chartered surveyor. 

However, five years ago the 
Church agreed with govern- 
ment, as one of several 
measures to improve the system, 
to have representatives of local 
authorities and of the amenity 
societies on the DAC. In conse- 
quence, our committee benefits 
from the experience of two 
county historic buildings of- 
ficers, a county councillor and 
a leading light of the Victorian 
Society. The membership also 
includes expertise in the fields 
of law, history, archaeology, 
lighting and heating, art, craft- 
smanship, church monuments 
and heraldry. We have specialist 
advisers for organs, clocks and 
bells. In addition we can call on 
the advice of the Council for the 
Care of Churches. 

Together we seek to do the 
very best we can for each church 


which approaches us, always 
bearing in mind what churches 
are for and also knowing that 
parliament and the public at 
large have an interest in these 
buildings (since 1977 millions of 
pounds of public money, 
orginally the income of tax- 
payers, have been devoted to the 
repair of churches through 
English Heritage). Of course it 
is not easy to reconcile the 
reasonable aspirations of a PCC, 
often hard-pressed financially, 
which is determined to use its 
building to the best advantage 
for worship and community life, 
with the view of parliament (and 
for example, the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient Buildings) 
that the same building is of the 
highest possible importance as a 
historical monument. But we 
love that sort of challenge. 

We also like to share our con- 
cerns with others. We are co- 
sponsoring, with the Oxford- 
shire Historic Churches Trust, 
a conference for the Oxford Ar- 
chdeaconry on the theme of 
‘Making the Most of Your 
Church'. It will be held at St 
Augustine’s School, Oxford on 
Saturday, October 1 . Details are 
available from the DAC 
Secretary, Mary Saunders, at 
Diocesan Church House. This is 
an initiative we hope to apply in 
the other two Archdeaconries in 
the following years. 

Hugo Brunner 

Hugo Brunner is chairman of 
the DAC. He is also a publisher, 
and his recent books include 
Epitaphs from Oxfordshire com- 
piled by Patricia Utechin, and 
produced for the Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust 
(£4.95). 


Seafarers in our thoughts 


WHEN you live in a landlocked diocese 
like ours, it’s easy to forget that 98 per cent 
of the UK’s trade is carried by sea. Sea 
Sunday, which this year falls on July 14, 
provides us with a chance to remember not 
only the seafarers but also the Church’s 
ministry to them! 

Eighty-five-year-old Mrs Ruth Wardle- 
Harpur of Charlbury, near Oxford, has cer- 
tainly not forgotten the seamen. Not only 
is she one of Missions for Seamen’s 50 
honorary secretaries in the Diocese, but for 
the last eight years she has worked hard all 
year round turning several thousand old 
greetings and Christmas cards into new 
cards to raise money for their work. She 
is pictured (right) with some of the latest 
batch. 

She first became interested in Missions 
for Seamen after the war, when she ‘‘made 
tea” at the Rochester Mission. When her 
husband, Canon Noel Wardle-Harpur, of- 
ficially retired they both spent three months 
at the Antwerp Mission — he to be chaplain 


during an interregnum, and she to run the 
canteen and the switchboard. Both also did 
a six-month stint in the Victoria Dock in 
London. Now ‘well into his eighties', 
Canon Wardle-Harpur is in his 45th year 
on the Missions for Seamen’s Central 
Council and like his wife, is an honorary 
vice-patron along with celebrities like Sir 
John Mills and Sir Harry Secombe. 

Always welcome 

But what is it that makes the Missions for 
Seamen so appealing to the Wardle- 
Harpurs? Commander Roger Nicholas, 
Regional Director, believes that it is the fact 
that Missions for Seamen really does bring 
people of all races and religions together. 
He recalls an incident in the recent Gulf 
War, when the crew of an Iraqi ship left 
the mission at Dunkirk to sail home, 
presuming they wouldn’t be allowed to use 
the facilities again. Instead, they were told 
they would always be welcome. 

Missions for Seamen was founded in 


1835, when the Revd John Ashley was con- 
valescing in a room overlooking the Bristol 
Channel. From his window he noticed the 
ships moored in the estuary and began row- 
ing out to them in small boats to talk to their 
crews and to conduct services. Within ten 
years Missions for Seamen had expanded 
overseas, and today it is at work in more 
than 300 ports all over the world. 

For the world’s 250,000 merchant 
seamen, life can be both difficult and 
dangerous, and last year 141 deep sea 
vessels were lost. So on Sea Sunday please 
remember “those who go down to the sea 
in ships” and if, like Ruth and Noel 
Wardle-Harpur, you would like to support 
the vital work of the Missions for Seamen 
do get in touch with Commander Nicholas 
on 071-834 2902. He is also willing to give 
talks to church groups, and to give more 
details of a Voluntary Service Scheme giv- 
ing Christian young people aged 18-24 a 
chance to work for the Missions for a year 
in one of 20 ports around the world. 


To advertise in THE DOOR 
Telephone Glyn Davies 
on Oxford (0865) 880505 


. / was a stranger and you welcomed me . ", Matthew 25.v35 



The Missions to Seamen gives a wekxtme to seafarers around the world 


Beine a seafarer means being a stranger in foreign ports. The Missions to Seamen, 
whicn carries out the Anglican Church’s ministry to seafarers, gives a welcome to people 
of all races and creeds. We share our faith by offering friendship, comfort in times of 
distress, aid in emergencies, spiritual support, counselling to those with problems and 
help in cases of injustice. Please help us to continue the Church’s ministry to seafarers. 


THE MISSIONS TO SEAMEN 

St. Michael Paternoster Royal, College Hill, 
London EC4R 2RL. 


ffiUibin Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 



BAPTISM CANDLES 
AND HOLDERS 

from only 66p each 

New style £13.20 for 20 

Original style £15.40 for 20 

Oe luxe f 16.50 for 12 

Available direct or 
from bookshops 


belita 


Grove House 
Wade House Road 
Shelf 
Halifax 
HX3 7PF 

Tel: 0244 316144 


NEWMAN 
& SON 

180 Stoke Road, 
Slough, Berks, SL2 5AS 
INDEPENDANT 

FAMILY 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 


® of Rest. 

Phone : 

Slough 24286/21476 
Famham Common 3107 

24-hour emergency service. 


u 

c 

I 

0 

1 



THE MANOR HOUSE 
AND GARDENS 
STANTON HARC0URT 
OXFORDSHIRE 


The Old Kitchen 


9 Miles West of Oxford, 

5 Miles SE of Witney on B4449 

Unique mediaeval buildings in tranquil surroun- 
dings — old kitchen, (Alexander) Pope's Tower and 
Domestic Chapel. House maintained as family home, 
containing a fine collection of Pictures, Silver, Fur- 
niture and Porcelain. 

12 acres of Garden with Great Fish Pond and Stew 
Ponds. 

OPEN DAYS 1991 


MOUTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

B/H MONDAY 

JULY 

4 

7 

- 


18 

21 

- 

AUGUST 

1 

4 

- 


15 

IS 

- 


22 

25 

26 

SEPTEMBER 

5 

8 

- 


19 

22 

• 


Open on stated days from 2-6pm 

DISABLED VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OPENING TIMES 
GROUP VISITS BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

TEL: OXFORD (0865) 881928 
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EDITORIAL 


A ‘Jesus and Music 9 con- 
cert held recently in a 
Reading church drew an 
audience of 700, many of 
them teenagers. They clap- 
ped, sang and literally 
danced in the aisles 
“almost blowing the 
church to kingdom come”. 
When the vicar popped out 
for a bit of fresh air and 
peace he was embarrassed 
to discover he could still 
hear the noise two streets 
away, and when he brave- 
ly got up to say a few words 
at the end they cheered him 
like a pop star. . 

It takes courage to aban- 
don your church to hun- 
dreds of youngsters, and 
the vicar was honest 
enough to admit he found 
it all “rather overwhelm- 
ing”. It would certainly 
have overwhelmed the 
average Anglican, your 
editor included. After all, 
many of us winced at the 
thought of those tam- 
bourines and choruses at 
Archbishop George’s en- 
thronment, and then sigh- 
ed with relief when they 
turned out to be so low key 
and ‘tasteful’ on the day. 

Enthusiasm is not highly 
regarded in the Church of 
England. Indeed it was 
what they most disliked 
about John Wesley. But the 
rapid growth of 
charismatic and house 
church congregations, with 
their often noisy informali- 
ty and spontaneous prayer, 
suggests that it is not only 
the young who are looking 
for more exuberant forms 
of worship. 

In his summary of his 
1989 Visitation (The 
DOOR, September 1989) 
the Bishop of Oxford spoke 
of the “crisis of worship in 
the Church of England to- 
day”, and of the need to 
develop more accessible 
“user friendly” worship 
alongside the more tradi- 
tional forms. 

One of the most exciting 
trends in our Diocese today 
is the way in which even 
small churches are respon- 
ding to that challenge, and 
beginning to offer a varie- 
ty of services ranging from 
family praise to Sung 
Eucharist. 


No one wants to turn 
vicars into entertainers, or 
every service into a pop 
concert, but surely 
evangelism is about 
meeting people where they 
are and if that means not 
only some less formal ser- 
vices but the occasional 
roof-raising Christian jam 
session, then so be it. After 
all, we traditionalists feel 
quite at home with the 
Psalms of David, but didn’t 
even David dance before 
the Lord? 


Christine Zwart 


The Church and young . people 


Decade of friendship 


PETER WARD who is Youth Worker and Tutor with Ox- 
ford Youth Works which offers nine — month training 
courses. Oxford Youth Works is a charity and is currently 
running an appeal in order to expand its work in the Ox- 
ford Diocese during the Decade of Evangelism. Help — both 
financial and prayerful — is needed and Pete will be pleas- 
ed to give more information if you write to: Oxford Youth 
Works, The Old Mission Hall, 57B St Clements, Oxford. 


I really don’t like the word 
evangelism. It frightens me. It 
makes me feel small. In fact, 
the prospect of a Decade of 
Evangelism fills me with dread! 
Don’t get me wrong I’m really 
into the idea of people becom- 
ing Christians, it’s just that 
‘evangelism’ seems the wrong 
way to go about it. 

Most people become Chris- 
tians through a friendship of one 
kind or another. Of course, 
sometimes what we commonly 
think of as ‘Evangelism’ may 
play it’s part, but Jesus usually 
touches us through friendships. 

Over the last few years I have 
been helping young people who 
are into rock music: hanging 
around while a band practices, 


meet on the estate to explore the 
faith together. 

All of this might seem a long 
way from ‘evangelism’, but in 
fact this kind of friendship is not 
that far from ‘THE 
EVANGEL’. The ‘Good News’ 
has at its root the fact that Jesus 
‘dwelt’ amongst us. In spending 
time with young people we are 
simply trying to mirror the 
incarnation of Jesus. If you like, 
it is the ‘body of Christ’ trying 
to imitate its founder. Instead of 
laying on events and services 
and asking people to come and 
join us in our Church, we are 
trying to take the Good News to | 
where young people are. £ 

This kind of evangelism gets J 
me very excited. It’s based on -o 
genuine friendships and not gim- | 


Most town and villages have a bunch of young peo- 
ple who hang about some place. Maybe it’s outside 



your local off-licence or inside the chip shop. 


teaching a bit of guitar here and 
there. Just by being a positive 
person around these bands, 
friendship and trust has grown. 
Over the years, many of the 
young people I have made 
friends with in this way have 
become Christians. There has 
been no show or razzamataz to 
all of this, it has simply been the 
sharing of faith from one friend 
to another. Sharing Jesus with 
young people is really very sim- 
ple if you are willing to start 


mick. Of course, the cost of this 
kind of friendship is never to be 
underestimated. If we offer 
friendship to young people, then 
we need to be prepared to help 
them through the problems of 
growing up. One day you might 
be asked to sort out a quarrel 
between friends, the next week 
someone might knock on you 
door and say they’ve left home 
or someone else might want to 
talk about their sex life (or lack 
of it). Young people need adult 


Instead of laying on events and services and asking 
people to come and join us in our Church, we are 
trying to take the Good News to where young peo- 
ple are. 


with the idea of friendship, 
rather than with the idea of 
evangelism. Friendship with 
young people can grow in so 
many different ways. 

Most towns and villages have 
a bunch of young people who 
hang about some place. Maybe 
it’s outside you local off-licence, 
or in the chip shop. I’ve found 
that the odd nod or hello when 
you make eye contact with the 
local young people can easily 
built into a conversation given 
the right kind of situation. 

Sometimes, friendship can 
grow from a shared interest. I 
know of one person who form- 
ed friendships with young peo- 
ple when he joined in a juggling 
workshop at the local school. He 
was willing to learn alongside 
the young people, and so friend- 
ship started to grow naturally. 
One of our Oxford Youth Works 
staff members spends every 
Wednesday afternoon taking 
lads from the Blackbird Leys 
area of Oxford mountain-biking. 
From this kind of activity, a 
small group of young people 


friends to help them through all 
sorts of thorny problems: sure- 
ly this is ‘evangelism’ which 
could make a real difference to 
young people. 

Our Decade of Evangelism 
needs to have friendship at its 
heart. It should really be a 
decade of friendship between the 
Church and young people. 

Pete Ward 


The spiritual journey 


In the past decade there has been 
a revival of the practice of 
spiritual direction in the Church 
of England — a one-to-one rela- 
tionship between Christians, in 
which one person acts as a guide 
or soul friend to the other in 
their desire to come closer to 
God. 


In this country, one of the 
pioneers of this movement is the 
Revd Gordon Jeff with the 
publication in 1987 of his ex- 
cellent book, Spiritual Direction 
for Every Christian (SPCK) and 
the formation of an informal net- 
work for the Spiritual Direction 
in the Southwark Diocese, 
known as SPI-DIR which carries 
out training programmes there. 
In this Diocese, as in other 
dioceses, this ‘SPI-DIR’ net- 
work is spreading, as more peo- 
ple come to recognise the value 
of this kind of ministry. 


prepare people, lay and ordain- 
ed, who felt called to this 
ministry, to accompany others in 
their spiritual journeys. A ma- 
jor part of the course was to help 
participants deepen their 
understanding of their own 
journey and to nurture and sup- 
port them, and put them in touch 
with the riches of the Christian 
mystical tradition. Other parts of 
the course focused on some skill 
training in counselling and 
group work. 

A new course is being 
organised to begin in October 
this year, to nurture and develop 
skills and experience in guiding 
and accompanying others in 
their spiritual journey, and 
which, as a major component of 
the course, involves the deepen- 
ing awareness of our own 


journey and how to nourish this 
It will take place on Thursdays 
9.30am-9.30pm beginning in th 
first week in October, over thre 
eight week terms planned to cc 
incide with school holidays. 


The course is designed bot 
for clergy and lay people. It i 
ecumenical and draws on th 
spiritual riches and ambience c 
the Abbey itself and the residei 
community there. It is being le 
by Canon Donald Allchin, th 
Revd Susan Cole-King, Mi 
Janet Lake, Mrs Tess Nind an 
Bishop Stephen Vemey. Detai 
can be obtained from th 
Spiritual Journey Course, Th 
Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, A1 
ingdon 0X14 4AF — Abingdc 
847401. 


Susan M. Cole-Kit 


Last year, the Abbey at Sut- 
ton Courtenay ran a year’s 
course called ‘The Spiritual 
Journey’, which aimed to 
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Space for prayer 


Dear Lord. 

The sins we all have committed could never be forgiven. 
But you forgave them. 

The wonders you made could never be put straight. But 
you solved them 

The family and friends of the church could never have be 
brought together. Without you. 

(This prayer was written by 11-year old Katy Ladbrook o 
Barford St Michael during her Confirmation preparation. 


This month you prayers are asked for: 

The work of the Diocesan Youth Adviser , Peter Ball and Chr 
tian youth workers in the Diocese. 


The work of the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care c 
Churches. 


Merchant seamen and their families and Missions for Seamer 
(Sea Sunday July 14) 

The St Birinus Pilgrimage (July 7). 

Bishop John 's walk around the Berkshire Archdeaconery. (er 
July 14) 



18 HIGHMEAD CLOSE • READING 

Telephone: 0734-313736 (24 hrs) or 0734-588666, Daytime 


• BERKSHIRE • RG2 7NG. 

Norman Bookings 0734 867118 and 0635 56956 


presents 


ALDERMASTON SHOW 


OF SHOWS 


Inside, plus outside this wonderful manor and 
parkland 

ALDERMASTON MANOR 

ANTIQUES, TOYS, CRAFTS FAYRE 
Plus Displays of Classics, Vintage Vehicles 
and Autojumble. 

Family Entertainments 
SUNDAYS. AUG 25th & OCT 13th 
Booking forms with s.a.e. 
from above address only 
Inside manor table £30, Marquee £20, 
Pitch outside £15 


2nd FROGMORE 
CLASSIC SHOW 

TOYS, ANTIQUES, CRAFTS, 
COLLECTORS FAYRE 
(inside) 

Classics, Vintage Vehicles, 
Family Entertainments, 

Model Rail Display 
SUNDAY, JULY 21st 
10.30am to 5pm 

FROGMORE CAMPUS CENTRE 

Yateley, Berks 

(Just off A30, near Blackbushe Airport) 
Inside table £15, outside pitches £25 

Classic , Vintage owners welcome to display 
Plague will be issued 


Ardingly Toy-Train 
Collectors Fayre 

1 1 am to 4pm 

South England Showground, Ardingly, 
Sussex 

SATURDAY, JULY 20th 200 stalls 


Ascot International Toy Fair 

(A must for Collectors) 

Ascot Racecourse — 
Sunday, Aug 4th 

11am to 4pm 250 stalls. Fully booked 


Didcot Toy and Train 
Collectors Fair 

Civic Hall 

Sunday 28th July 
1 1 am — 4pm 
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Let’s have plain speaking 


MRS BARNISH’s letter in the 
May issue about the words now 
used in church affairs, leads me 
to criticise some ‘jargony’ ex- 
pressions in the same issue. 

Peter Bugg’s article on Priests 
in a changing World, refers to 
multi-parish benefices, although 
in another paragraph it is put 
more simply as four parishes in 
a united benefice; but even here 
one wonders if the unusual word 
benefice, for most people, could 
not have been avoided. 

And in the adjoining article he 
writes that the rural chaplain’s 
task is “to introduce the 
theological and ethical dimen- 
sion . . . and facilitate action for 
the well-being of God’s 
people”. Jacob Lewis, in the 
same article, puts it more simp- 
ly when he writes: “Secular 
organisations like the Berkshire 
Community Council want to 
work with the Church for the 
welfare of the community”. 

The Revd Jeremy Martineau’s 
article on Keeping God in Am- 
bridge is written in straightfor- 
ward language, although his 
phrase “Dealing with actors is 
really schizoid” is bound to 
mystify people with this strange 
word. And its use is unec- 
cessary, because the next 
sentence makes it clear what he 
is talking about. Also, in writing 
about a parish awaiting a new 
vicar, he says: “Will it be a 
woman? or an NSM?” Many 
readers will be stumped by these 
initials. 

Informed readers can cope 
with these short-cut expressions. 
But to others the message will 
not get through. 

Af. R. Laewy, 
Windsor , Berks . 

It’s not 
cricket 

IT is often difficult to convince 
those outside the Church that the 
Church of England Is not 
peopled by the middle and up- 
per classes, and that its ministers 
are not drawn from an elite on 
the establishment. 

I am sure we all try to dispel 
this view when we meet it, and 
state that the Gospel of Christ 
preached in the Church of 
England is for all mankind. 

It is surely no help when the 
Diocesan cricket team chooses 
for its venues the playing fields 
of public schools: Bloxham, 
Stowe and Rugby and finally on 
the grounds of Brasenose Col- 
lege. There must be more good 
‘public’ squares in the Diocese 
than these. 

Robert J. Bruce, 
Oxford. 

Blessed 

assurance 

RE: ‘Assured faith’ (Ann Carr, 
letter page The DOOR May 


issue). 

I asked Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit into my life nearly 20 
years ago, and I know that He’s 
there guiding me. However, 
there are still times when I strug- 
gle with my faith. 

But I acknowledge to God that 
I do struggle, and I have a good 
shout at Him sometimes — and 
somehow, not always con- 
sciously, I still manage to hold 
on to the great fact that Jesus did 
die for me and that God loves 
me, no matter what. 

In my opinion, if someone can 
say that since coming to believe 
in Jesus and asking Him into his 
life that person has never had 
times of struggling with his faith 
he or she is not being totally 
truthful. It’s a relief to know that 
our Bishop is in touch with reali- 
ty and acknowledges our 
struggles. 

H.C. 

Beaconsfield , Bucks, 
(full name and address supplied) 

Many thanks 

OUR hamlet. Little Linford, 
North Bucks, was the subject of 
your Parish profile in May. 

I now write to thank, most 
sincerely, the many readers who 
telephoned with messages of 
support or who sent donations 
for our Church Roof Fund, even 
though they had never heard of 
us before. 


for a 41 per cent increase in 
parish share over the next three 
years. For as long as I have 
records, the parish share has 
consistently risen at a much 
faster rate than inflation so that, 
for every £1 that parishes were 
paying to the Diocese in 1976, 
they will be paying over £14 by 
1993! 

Let me repeat the question 
that I asked in my letter to The 
DOOR last October, and this 
time challenge the chairman of 
the Board of Finance to answer 
it through your columns. “Is the 
Diocesan Baord of Finance go- 
ing to continue blindly with its 
present policy of consistently in- 
creasing parish share by more 
than the rate of inflation, putting 
the blame on the Church Com- 
missioners, the law and 
everyone but itself, and wait for 
even more parishes to default on 
their payments, or is it going to 
recognise the elementary 
economic fact that there is a 
limit to what the parishes can af- 
ford and to limit Diocesan ex- 
penditure accordingly?” 

Bob Ford 
Church Warden , 
Little Compton. 

Continuing 

increases 

IT was good to read the letter 
from the treasurer of 
SJiriveriham with Watchfield 




It has given us tremendous en- 
couragement to know that we 
have so many sympathetic 
friends and we do hope we shall 
be able to thank them in person 
if they ever visit us. 

Jo Tinworth (Mrs) 
Pro-Warden , Little Linford. 


MONEY 

MATTERS 


Challenge 

LIKE your correspondent B. M. 
Bowen, writing under the 
heading ‘Budget Questions’ in 
the June 1991 issue of The 
DOOR, I, too, read with in- 
credulity that the Diocesan 
Board of Finance is budgeting 


PCC, expressing concern at the 
continuing increase in the Parish 
Share. 

I would take his questions fur- 
ther. We are told that these in- 
creases are for the maintenance 
of clergy stipends, but with the 
ever increasing number of com- 
bined benefices one would have 
expected either a reduction in 
the amount required from the 
parishes, or at the very least no 
increase. In the same way one 
would have expected some 
benefit in respect of clergy 
housing. 

There is another aspect to 
which it would appear no ques- 
tions are asked, and that is the 
matter of capital receipts from 
the sale of church land and pro- 
perty. In this parish there are 


now about 70 houses on what 
was Glebe land; I leave it to 
your readers to make some 
estimate of the income that such 
a capital receipt should generate. 
It should be enough to pay for 
our vicar and curate several 
times over. 

In the same way, the actual 
provision of clergy housing 
should be well in credit. How 
many parsonages, many of them 
substantial buildings with large 
grounds, have been sold over 
die past few years? 

I agree with Mr Bowen that 
PCCs should ask these questions 
and demand answers, before 
they continue blindly to pay 
every increase in the Parish 
Share required from their 
parishes. It may be worth noting 
that while most things have in- 
creased about sevenfold in the 
past 20 years our parish Share 
has gone from less than £750 to 
almost £19,000, i.e. about 
25-fold, or to put it another way, 
we are now paying over three 
times as much as we might 
reasonably expect to pay! 

P. R. Coveney 
Farmoor, Oxford. 

No answer 

I WAS not surprised to read in 
the June DOOR that B. M. 
Bowen had failed to obtain 
satisfactory answers from the 
Diocese to his questions on the 
Parish Share, because there 
simply are none. 

In my view, ever since 1986 
the ODBF, with the active sup- 
port of Synod, has consciously 
adopted a policy of increasing its 
Non- Parochial Ministry costs, 
without any regard to the rate of 
inflation, or, indeed, to the abil- 
ity of individual parishes to pay. 
In the three years to December 
31, 1989, the RPI increased by 
19.3 per cent. During that time, 
the Share Levy rose by 42.5 per 
cent. The cost to the Share of the 
Parochial Ministry by 10.2 per 
cent and Non- Parochial Ministry 
costs by no less than 62.7 per 
cent. Surely, these figures leave 
little room for doubt as to where 
the blame lies for the large in- 
creases in the Share over those 
three years. 

Mr Bowen suggests that we 
should write to the ODBF to 
register our protests. Unfor- 
tunately, I have to tell him that 
my experience is such that, even 
if one receives a reply, it is more 
than likely to be couched in 
Diocesan gook-speak. The on- 
ly practical answer is for 
parishes themselves to ‘Share 
Cap’ the Diocese by restricting 
their Share payments, so as to 
bring about die air of reality that 
is so singularly lacking in both 
Synod and Church House. 

K. J. White , 
Headington , Oxford. 

(Turn to page 13 for a reply 
from Church House). 


Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 

Life gives' talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 

Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


Sew theUhborn Child 

ijfe 


Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
Oxford 727435 448544 

Slough 23122 Reading 581699 



OLD JORDANS 

a superb 

CONFERENCE CENTRE 


For Church groups, charities, voluntary 
organisations, social services, business and 
other groups. 

Situated in glorious Chiltern Hills countryside amidst the 
beech woods of Bucks, in area of historial interest. Splendid 
facilities for one-day and residential conferences and 
committees. High standard catering, comfortable beds, some 
en-suite, four sitting rooms, friendly service, ample parking. 
Phone or write for brochure and modest terms: 
Carole Hamer 
OLD JORDANS * 

Nr Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SW. 

Telephone: (02407) 4586 


Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end ot the line 


REFLECTIONS 
Mobile Discotheque 

Extensive use of quality equipment using the latest 
technology. All venues and functions catered for. Best 
prices with large selection of music from the 60s-90s. 

Contact: Mark Holmes 

443 Banbury Road 
Oxford. 

Telephone: Oxford 52073 


PARENTS 

CRICKET COACHING COURSES AT 
Clubs in Surrey, Berkshire and Hampshire 
During the July/August holidays. 

★ Fun Week of Cricket — 10am-4pm each day 

★ For children aged 6-14 years 

★ Experienced, qualified coaches 

ir Individual coaching, games, nets and 
organised matches 

★ All kit provided 

★ Prizes and certificates at end of week 

INTERESTED? 

Call Clubhouse Coaching on 

071-431 5025 or 
Winchester (0962) 849554 


INCOME TAX RETURNS 

Prepared by experienced and 
qualified person. 

REASONABLE FEES 

Phone: 

Colin Ross 

0865 890177 


Courtney Pian&s 


WHERE SERVICE MATTERS AND QUALITY COUNTS 

Established 1974 

Appointed Retailer 
for 




Bringing the Classical Sounds 
to Home and Church 


'790400 


Tel: OXFORD / 

(0865) 

43 BOTLEY ROAD • OXFORD • OX2 OPT 


Cher well Valley Cruises 

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR PRIVATE PARTY 
ABOARD THE NARROW BOAT 

BIJSCOI 



WE CATER FOR CLUB OUTINGS, 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES, BIRTHDAY 
PARTIES OR ANY CELEBRATION YOU 
CARE TO INVENT, OR WHY NOT TREAT 
YOUR CUSTOMERS OR STAFF TO A 
PRIVATE PARTY. 

Telephone: Tackley (086983) 508 
or 509 (Answerphone) 




10 The Door, July 1991 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass 

Studio 


COMPLETE CHURCH WINDOW RESTORATION 

TRADITIONAL LEADED LIGHTS MADE & REPAIRED 
ALL ASPECTS OF STAINED GLASS WINDOWS DESIGNED BY US 
OR TO YOUR PERSONAL SPECIFICATION 
STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
SPECIALISTS IN REPRODUCTION OF PAINTED 
AND DECORATED GLASS 
65 BEDFORD ROAD , READING , BERKS RG1 7EX 

(0734) 568534 



The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone Madie Bills, on 
0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 


ICNS 







TOURIST GUIDE & INFORMATION SERVICE FOR A 
WORLD FAMOUS UNIVERSITY CITY 

• Walking tours of Cambridge • Any size party 

• Historic City — Colleges — • Special rates for senior citizens 

Churches — Gardens — Museums and children 

• Speciality tours to cover individual • Pre-visit illustrated talks available 

interests • Fully qualified guides 

For details and bookings: 

Cambridge (0223) 462279/208132/232020 (24 hours) 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Long case (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 
Ickford (0844> 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
lckford y Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks , HP18 9HY 




Interested in 
sharing your life, 
your faith, your skills? 

African and Asian churches invite 
you to share in Christ's mission 

For further information contact: 

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Overseas Service Department, Partnership House, 

157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU. Tel: 071-928 8681 




Wmm 3m owl 
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From the Youth Adviser 

How we are 
reaching out 


COMING new to Oxford 
Diocese last autumn, much of 
my first few months has been 
spent visiting youth groups, sup- 
porting and encouraging work at 
a parish level, and ensuring that 
Diocesan and Deanery events 
already featuring as important 
parts of our ‘calendar’, con- 
tinued to do so. 

It is clear that there are a vast 
number of people in the Diocese 



Peter Ball 


who share my concern and pas- 
sion for developing our work 
with, and for young people. 
Whether through the efforts of 
local voluntary youth leaders, 
through a full-time youth worker 
in one of the growing number of 
churches who employ them, 
through a Deanery youth officer 
bringing churches together, or, 
indeed, through one of the 
Diocesan events for our young 
people, we are reaching a grow- 
ing number of young people 
both within our churches and in 
| the communities which they 
serve. This issue of The DOOR 
has focused upon young people, 
and highlights many aspects of 
the work being undertaken by 
those who have been called to 
serve the Lord in this special 
ministry. 

Plan of action 

My work as Youth Adviser 
| falls within the Parish Resources 
f Department, and I report 
regularly to the Diocesan Youth 
Committee. In recent months it 
has considered the question of 
: young people’s participation in 
i the life of the Church, young 
people’s involvement in the 
Decade of Evangelism, and the 
place of young people in rural 
communities. These considera- 
I tions have led to a number of 
practical suggestions for action: 
To seek information from 
churches regarding the ways in 
I which they have been able to in- 








volve young people in their deci- 
sion making processes. 

To establish a group to focus 
on issues for young people in 
rural communities and initiate 
events specifically for young 
people from the rural Church. 

To create a mobile team of 
young adults prepared to visit 
parishes and encourage young 
people to take a more active part 
in the life of the Church. 

The Diocesan Youth Commit- 
tee has been keen to encourage 
young people to participate, and 
representatives are elected from 
the Diocesan Youth Assembly 
each year. The young adult 
representatives currentiy serving 
are: Simon Billleness 

(Prestwood), Amanda Ellis 
(Bicester), Abi Lee (Wok- 
ingham), Nick Oliver (Ched- 
dington), Lisa Measures 
(Oxford)* Anne Smith 
(Reading). 

Diocesan programme 

Our Diocesan programme of 
events and activities, includes: 

Yellow Braces, which attracts 
almost 200 youngsters aged be- 
ween 12 and 17 to a camp of- 
fering fun and fellowship in a 
special and exciting way. The 
demand would suggest that we 
need to be offering more oppor- 
tunities for this age group. 

Springboard, for the 17-25 
year age group attracts a smaller 
number, but is a vital part of the 
process enabling the voice of 
young adults to be heard in the 
Anglican Church. 

The training and support of 
youth workers is essential if we 
are to continue to develop our 
work; training needs to be ‘ac- 
cessible’ and to ensure that it- is 
being provided in the ‘right 
place at the right time.’ 

At a time when Church 
membership statistics are very 
much to the fore, at a time when 
the cry, “Where are the 
young?” is freqently heard, let 
us keep in view our mission 
which must be to reach those 
young people who are a million 
miles away from God and His 
Church as well as to nurture 
those young Christians who are 
alrady with us. 

Peter Ball 

Peter Ball has been Diocesan 
Youth Adviser since September 
1990. He has been involved in 
youth work since 1973 and for 
four years was Youth Officer in 
the Canterbury Diocese. 


According to a recent survey* almost 90 per cent of the half a r 
stopped going to church between 1979 and 1989 were under 30. Th 
our population is an ageing one, so there are fewer young peoph 
is only part of the story. 

Thirteen per cent of all teenagers went to church in 1979, but < 
years later. In the front line of the battle to reverse this trend 
youth workers. This is a feature about some aspects of their w< 
Diocese. 

*LandMARC is published by MARC Europe. Photo: Oxforc 
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THE Oxford Diocesan Youth 
Assembly provides an oppor- 
tunity for Young Adults (aged 
16-25) to become more active- 
ly involved in the life of the 
Diocese. In recent years, this 
has been called Springboard, 
and through it we have 
discovered some of the latent 
gifts, skills, and talents of our 
young people. 

The focus for Springboard has 
been a residential weekend, 
planned and executed by an 
elected group each year. Aman- 
da Ellis from Bicester is the 
chairman of the newly elected 
planning group for the 1992 
Springboard Weekend, which 
also includes: (Buckinghamshire 
Archdeaconry) — Steven 
Hearn, Chris Owen, Alison 
Jenkins, Kevin Rivett, Claire 
Murray; (Berkshire Arch- 
deaconry) — Katherine Grosse, 
Phil de Warren-Chinn, Abi Lee; 
(Oxfordshire Archdeaconry) — 
Matthew Whittaker, Amanda 
Ellis. 

Amanda, reflecting on this 
year’s Springboard Weekend 
commented: 

“This year, as in previous 
years, we were at Green Park in 
Buckinghamshire with young 


people from every corner of the 
Diocese coming to enjoy discus- 
sion, music, and worship 
together. 

Our theme was ‘Moral issues 
facing young Christians in the 
world today’, a very broad and 
challenging issue but one very 
much in the thoughts of every 
young person . . . 

Subjects discussed in our 
groups of about 8-10 people in- 
cluded drugs, alcohol, sexual 
behaviour, sexual abuse. Our 
groups were guided by leaders 
including Keith Lamdin, Miran- 
da Salmon, Heather Thome, and 
Penny Taylor; we were ex- 
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One of the Yellow Braces ‘villages’ who canvas, for youngsters of 12-17. 
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Thoughts on 
being a 
Christian 


BEING a Christian isn’t 
always an angel’s “perfect, 
not ever any difficulty’’ life. 
Christians, like everybody 
else, have illnesses, problems, 
arguments and other miseries. 
After all, we weren’t promised 
happiness all the time. 

Being a Christian means 
gethering with other Chris- 
tians, and being a family 
together, believing that Jesus 
was born and died for us, loves 
us, and forgives us our sins. 

Being a Christian means 
believing that God made the 
world and the Church. 

Being a Christian means 
having Faith in God, doing the 
things that Jesus cannot do 
any more, forgiving other 
people as we would like to be 
forgiven — and being a fam^ 
ily with Jesus. 

Kay Ladbrook 

Katy is aged 11, and lives in 
Barford St Michael She wrote 
this and the prayer on page 8 at 
the time of her Confirmation . 


Bible bashing as 
an outdoor pursuit 


ON the May bank holiday 
weekend, several members of 
the God Squad (our confirma- 
tion group for youngsters) and 
others from All Saints left the 
safety and comfort of their 
homes, and plunged with other 
teenagers into the world of 
cowpats, chicken supreme, wet 
clothes and Bible bashing at St 
Mary’s, Old Linslade, for the 
9th Mursley Deanery Youth 
Festival. 

We were soon to realise that 
the loss of home comforts in 
some ways brought more fun, 
especially as it then meant that 
there was no nagging mum. 

The 95 people there were 
divided into eight villages in 
which, whether they liked it or 
not, they cooked, ate and wash- 
ed up. 

The general daily routine, in- 
cluded: Communion, breakfast, 
keep-fit (which, believe me, is 
no joke after going to bed at 2 
o’clock in the morning), morn- 
ing talks, workshops, lunch, 
games, village time, evening 
meals and late evening worship. 
After all this we stumbled back 
to a warm drink and a long chat, 
until you eventually managed to 
drag yourself to bed in the early 


hours of the morning. Inter- 
spersed into this routine were 
special activities such as a canal 
trip, a bam dance, a barbecue 
and concert, a drama presenta- 
tion, and last but not least a 
Festival Eucharist on the 
Monday. 

The food was good, even the 
chicken supreme, which accor- 
ding to youth camp tradition is 
usually not very nice! 

The theme of the weekend 
was taken from St John’s 
gospel, chapter 15 verse 16. The 
spiritual leader, the Revd Tony 
Whalley gave some lengthy ser- 
mons on this. The services were 
full of some really energetic 
singing which made you wish 
that you had not gone to bed so 
late. 

All in all, the camp was great 
fun and many new friends were 
made and some new relation- 
ships were started! We were sad 
to see the camp end, but it was 
nice to have once more a warm 
dry bed, and we are looking for- 
ward to next year. 

Duncan Shrubsole 
Duncan Shrubsole is a 14-year- 
old member of All Saints, Wing. 
His report first appeared in his 
Church ’s June newsletter. 


■ fl ■ drag yourself to bed in the early Church ’s June newsletter. 
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tremely grateful to them and to 
Dr Ann Borowdale (Social 
Responsibility Adviser for the 
Diocese) for their support and 
encouragement during the 
weekend. 

Worship was a very important 
part of the weekend; in all me 
met five times to pray, sing, and 
listen to God. Our music was 
generally taken from Mission 
Praise , with the exception of 
Prayer on Saturday evening 
which was Taize in style. 

All in all we had a great 
weekend, and plans are already 
underway for next year’s event 
— in a new venue with plenty 
of space for even more new 


faces. The dates are April 
10 - 12 .” 

As well as providing this ex- 
cellent weekend for young 
adults, the Diocesan Youth 
Assembly also provides a means 
of enabling them to participate 
in, and make their contribution 
to. Diocesan affairs. Each year 
up to six representatives (two 
from each Archdeaconry) are 
elected to serve on the Diocesan 
Youth Committee and in recent 
months have made their impact 
in discussions on such issues as 
Young Adult participation in our 
churches, the Decade of 
Evangelism, and the Faith in the 
Countryside Report. 
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harder in isolation. This in- 
cludes a very good Confirma- 
tion course for teenagers, 
which regularly brings a good- 
sized group together along 
with the adults to work with 
them. 

I was recently asked why I 
liked working with young peo- 
ple — by a young person. This 
is a difficult question that has 
many answers, and perhaps 
one of them is that, hopeful- 
ly, some of the good qualities 
of the ‘young person’ within 
me are still alive and cause a 
response when I see them in 
the young people I work with. 
These qualities include 
idealism, enthusiasm, passion, 
energy, sc 'ling, and the 
challenging of conventions. 

Behind all this is a strong 
motivation to do my bit 
towards building God’s 
Kingdom t)f Agape, Peace, 
Justice, and Reconciliation. 

The number of full-time 
youth workers in the Diocese 
has grown steadily in recent 
years and currently includes 
the following: David Alderson 
(High Wycombe, St An- 
drew’s), David Allsop (High 
Wycombe, Youth for Christ), 
Stuart Campion (Aylesbury, 


Youth for Christ), “TafP’ 
Davies (Oxford, St Ebbe’s), 
Wayne Dixon (Slough, Scrip- 
ture Union), Duncan Dyason 
(Chesham, St Leonard’s), 
James Howes (Chesham, St 
Leonard’s), Fran Hobbs 
(Thame, St Mary’s), Martin 
Joss (Milton Keynes, Church 
Army), Judith Levermore 
(Witney, Council of Chur- 
ches), Melvyn Pereira (Ger- 
rards Cross, St James’), 
James Wallace (Beaconsfield, 
Team Ministry), Pete Ward 
(Oxford, Oxford Youth 
Works), Jon Wensley (Ox- 
ford, St Clement’s). 

As James Wallace comments 
above, appointing a full-time 
Youth Worker is a step which 
needs careful consideration and 
preparation not only in terms of 
evaluating the needs but also in 
terms of the responsibilities that 
arise from becoming an ‘ em- 
ployer \ 

There are still more churches 
in the Diocese who are con- 
sidering this step and others 
may do so in the future; do con- 
tact either the Diocesan Youth 
Adviser or members of the full- 
time Youth Workers Group 
(listed above) if you would like 
some help • 











THIS striking 15-ft ‘menora’, with the light of Christ rising from 
it, was made by teenagers from the Wantage area during a 
residential weekend at Candlemas earlier this year. The 
weekend, organised by Deanery Youth Officer, Kateryn Brunch 
and Leah Wright, wife of the Vicar of Wantage, was called 
Roots, because it set out to ‘explore something of our Jewish 
roots’. 

A Jewish family shared their shabbat meal on Friday even- 
ing with all 37 of the group, and were ‘keen that there should 
be more understanding of each other’s faiths and customs’. On 
Saturday, the party travelled to the West London Synagogue 
for a service before returning to Wantage for a series of dance, 
drama and craft workshops with an Israeli theme. 

Particularly memorable, says Leah Wright, was a drama writ- 
ten by Simon Barnes and performed in the Sunday Eucharist 
after the Gospel. “It considered the meaning of the arrival of 
Christ in the world for us in the context of the Gulf War, and 
was heart-stoppingly good.’’ 

She said: “It was an exciting, fun learning time, and so good 
to get in touch with the things that any Jewish family would 
do and which Jesus would have done with His family and which 
He made so special for us.’’ 






ALAN SMITH 

Specialising in Church Wood 
Preservation, Belfrey Cleaning 
and Grave Tidying 
Reasonable rates 
Distance no object 

37 Moor Avenue, Witney, Oxon 

Telephone: (0993) 772967 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 
and UK STOCKISTS of 
NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

. F. A. DUMONT LTD. High Street. Lyminge 

1 1 JVMrfVlT Folkcstone * Kcm CTI8 8EL Tel: {0303) 863193 




HALL 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit, and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD 0X1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN 
Churchgate 

The Broadway. Thatcham 


or Mr G. CHURCH 
46 Bishopwood Road 
Tadley 


Tel: 10635) 68444 124 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 124 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


SICK PAY PROBLEMS? 

It you are sick who pays the bills? 


RENT or MORTGAGE £ 

TELEPHONE-GAS-ELECTRICITY £ 

COMMUNITY CHARGE £ 

WEEKLY GROCERIES & CLOTHING COST £ 

SOCIAL ACTIVITY £ 

CIGARETTES-DRINKS-NEWSPAPERS £ 

CAR LOAN & HIRE PURCHASE £ 

HOLIDAY SAVINGS £ 

WHEREVER YOU LIVE, IT ALL ADDS UP £????? 

STATUTORY SICK PAY AT PRESENT IS £43.50 
OR CS2.SO PER WEEK — - (If you qualify that IS). 

Join our Sickness/Accident Benefit Scheme and protect your 
family’s loss of income. From only £8.54 (age 20) or £10.34 (age 
40) per month, provides £100 per week. £17.07 (age 20) or 
£20.67 (age 40) per month provides £200 per week when sick! 
The quotes as shown above will cover up to six weeks in any one 
twelve month period including the first week or day of any claim. 
Various options are available depending on your age and needs. 
YOU CHOOSE THE OPTION YOU CAN AFFORD. FOR FURTHER 
DETAILS WRITE OR PHONE TO: 


Ancient Order of Foresters 


ATTN. KtN WILSON 
FREEPOST, LONDON N12 9BR 
TELEPHONE: 081-445 8393 BETWEEN 9am- 5pm 
or 0474 362492 AT ANY TIME 
Member of LAUTRO 


"Eton Dorney 

i — centre^ 


Accommodation for up to 25 in a 
friendly, rural vicarage close to the 
River Thames, near Windsor. 

Write to The Eton Dorney Centre, 
The Vicarage, Dorney, 
Windsor, Berks, SL4 6QS 
for our latest brochure. 

Tel no: (0628) 662823 
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The DOOR guide to church tea rooms 


WANTED 

Antique and Second-hand 
Furniture, Porcelain, 
Cameras and Photos, 
Books, Objet D’art. 

House Clearances. 

Fair Prices Paid. 

Tel: (0235) 526026 


AT LAST, WILLS 
MADE SIMPLE! 


We offer the convenience of a postal 
service with a fixed fee of ONLY £36 (or 
£48 for two Mirror Wills) payable over 6 
months. 

For your peace of mind contact us NOW 
for further details without obligation. 



Heritage Will Services 

20 Nimrod Close, Woodley, 
Berkshire RG5 4UW 
Telephone: 0734 699767 j 


Christian Aid 



CHURCHES IN ACTION WITH THE WORLD’S POOR 


Christian Aid is a development agency working to strengthen the poor 
in 70 countries worldwide. We have no overseas staff; we work with 
the poor through their own local organisations. Our aim always is 
to alleviate poverty without dependency. 

All applicants should be in sympathy with the aims and policies of 
Christian Aid. 

AREA SECRETARY 
OXFORDSHIRE ARD BERKSHIRE 

You will be responsible for the work of Christian Aid in Oxfordshire 
and Berkshire. Your priorities will be: education in third world issues 
from a Christian perspective; support for fundraising by volunteers; 
promotion of Christian Aid, working alongside sister agencies who 
share Christian Aid's aim of strengthening the poor in developing 
countries. 

Your work will mainly be with and through the churches developing 
and sustaining groups of supporters. You will have substantial 
experience of education work, in church or community, and have 
ecumenical involvement in church life. 

Salary: £16,044 pa + LVs Ref: ASOX 

Closing Date: July 15, 1991 
Interviews: July 30, 1991. 



For further details of this position and an application 
form, please write quoting the reference and enclosing 
a 22p SAE (A5 size) to Maureen Fuller, Christian Aid, 
PO Box 100, London SE1 7RT 
WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 



HOLIDAYS IN THE SUN 
CANARY ISLANDS, 
PORTUGAL 
AND SPAIN 



Luxury holidays 
at a price you 
can afford 

Fully serviced luxury 
apartments, accommodating 
up to two adults and three 
children - swimming pools, bars, 
1^ restaurant, shops and many other 
7 sport and leisure facilities. 

All dates available from only 
£75 per apartment per week. 
Flights and Insurance Extra. 

Call us now on 

0793 432462 

for further details or write to 
Regal Holidays (Southern) Ltd 
Shaftesbury Centre, Percy Street, 
Rodbourne, Swindon, 
Wiltshire SN2 2AZ 






WITH 


COTSWOI.I) 
MINT M l Rl SPORT 


Try something new and exciting for 
|| . your company, club outing, or private 
party. 

Weekday and evenings 2 hour event 
special includes. 

Quad Bikes, Honda Cub Dirt Bikes, 
and B.B.Q. — £20 per person + VAT ; 
(assuming 12 people). 

Also available Honda single seat bug- 
gies, clay, and laser clay shooting. 

Ring for a brochure and details of an 
event tailored to your requirements, 
any group size, any budget we will 
quote — Vi day, full day, of evening. 

, COTSWOLD ADVENTURE SPORTS If: 
Milford House, Burford Road, Witney, Ij8$ 
Oxford OX8 5DP. (0993) 772142. 



BEALE BIRD 
PARK 



SUMMERTIME 

SPECIAL 

£4 per adult! 

OPEN EVERY DAY DURING 1991 

NEW * National Centre for Model Ships 
and Boats (Weekends onlv) * NEW * 
Owl Aviaries * NEW * Walks. 

Improved Railway system, general facili- 
ties and cafe. 

PLUS our vast collection of birds and 
domestic animals, tropical house, pets 
corner (including lambs, kids etc). Craft 
and Souvenir shops, play areas, sandpits, 
lakes, fountains and statues. 

NEW PRICES include a 
FREE ride on the train! 

Adoption scheme, education facilities and 
season tickets available. 

Signposted from Junction 12 M4. just 
outside Pangbourne on the A329 by the 
Thames. 

CHURCH FARM LOWER BASILDON 
NR READING BERKSHIRE RGS9NH 
Tel: (0734) 845171/2 ((491)671325 
IS THIS YOUR 1st VISIT □ YES D NO 
Child Beak Wild Life Trust is a Charitable Trust 
MAKE THIS WEEKEND SPECIAL 


FIREWORKS & USER SYMPHONY CONCERT 

CHELTENHAM RACECOURSE 

FRIDAY 5th JULY 1991 

Concert in aid of Cobalt Unit at Cheltenham Hospital 



Live Music from 7.00pm 

Enjoy a Brilliant Evening Out at Cheltenham Racecourse. 
The Climax of the evening will be Ravel’s Bolero with 
Stunning Fireworks and Spectacular Laser Lights. 
Grounds open 6pm — Concert 8pm 

TICKET HOTLINE 0625 573477 

Tickets £12 — (£6 schoolchildren) and on the night 

Performing Arts Management Ltd 
103 South West Avenue 
Macclesfield 
Cheshire SK10 5D 


EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from' both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of. attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


Anyone for tea? 

WHETHER you are an intrepid tourist or an inquisitive local, there is plenty 
to see and do in the three counties of the Oxford Diocese — especially in 
summer. But at the end of an exhausting shopping trip in Reading or Milton 
Keynes, a leisurely stroll by the Thames or a day-long hike along the 
Ridgeway, the most welcome sight of all is a steaming cup of tea, perhaps 
accompanied by a slice of home-made cake. * 

Some of the most reasonably-priced snacks are those provided by church 
‘tea rooms’ where a combination of home-made food and a relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere is hard to match. The church tea room can also play 
an important part in the life of the church and community, providing a 
regular meeting place for local people, much-needed extra income for a 
church or charity and a ‘ministry of welcome’ for visitors. 

We have compiled a list of some of the permanent and temporary church 
tea/coffee rooms open around the Oxford Diocese this summer. Go on — 
treat yourself! 



In 1320, the old Congregation House at the University Church of 
St Mary the Virgin, Oxford, was the central meeting place for the 
University administrators. On June 11 last year it became a meeting 
place of a different kind when it opened its doors as the Convoca- 
tion Coffee House. On its busiest days, as many as 350 people pass 
through them. Tourists, city-centre workers, day trippers, students 
and locals alike drop in for morning coffee, lunch, or afternoon tea 
and a chat. Much of the food is home-made although at the height 
of the season some items have to be bought in. A cream tea including 
two scones with jam and cream is £2.35. The lunch menu offers a 
choice of two hot dishes a day, plus soup, jacket potatoes, a cold 
table, sandwiches and snacks. Elaine Foster, manager, caters for 
private functions, such as wedding receptions or business meetings 
by arrangement. The Convocation Coffee House is open 10am -6pm 
Monday to Saturday and llam-5pm on Sundays. Details: 0865 
794334. Photograph by Thomas Photos, Oxford. 


ABINGDON. On Saturdays, between 
10am and 12 noon throughout July and 
August, you can drop into St Nicolas’ 
Church, Market Place for coffee. Coffee 
is accompanied by organ recitals at 
11.30am on July 27 and August 31. 
Details: 0235 521371. 

AYLESBURY. St Mary’s coffee shop 
in the centre of town is open Monday to 
Saturday and usually on Bank Holidays, 
10am-3.30pm. Selection of filled rolls, 
sandwiches, cakes, biscuits and hot and 
cold drinks. Run by volunteers, proceeds 
go to the St Mary s Community Centre. 
Details: 0296 28518. 

BOYN HILL. Maidenhead. Cream 
teas and questions at All Saints. Open 
Sundays, 3 -6pm, throughout July. Cream 
teas (£1) on the lawn in the quadrangle, 
or in the parish centre. Complete a quiz 
sheet as you go round the church — a 
small prize to the winner at the end of the 
season. 

CHALFONT ST GILES. If you are 
visiting Milton’s Cottage and the Church, 
stop for tea at the Garden Centre in 
School Lane. Sundays only 2-5. 30pm. 
May to August. Cream teas £1.60. 

CHALGROVE. Cream teas on Satur- 
day July 6, August 3, September 14 (the 
day of the Historic Churches Annual Cy- 
cle Ride) in St Mary’s Church or the 
churchyard, weather permitting. Guided 
tours of this lovely church with its 
renowned chancel wall paintings and 
stalls. Details: 0865 891459. 

CHOLSEY. Visitors welcome for tea 
at St Mary’s, on Saturdays in August, 

2- 5pm (4-6pm on 24th). Details: 0491 
651771. 

DORCHESTER-ON-THAMES. A 
real treat. Walk round the beautiful Ab- 
bey then stop for a delicious tea at the Ab- 
bey Tea Room in the guest house. 
Everything home-made. You help 
yourself and then add it up on a real 
school slate! If the weather is kind, en- 
joy your tea in the Abbey Groundis. Open 
from Easter to the end of September, 

3- 5pm on weekends, Wednesdays, 
Thursday and Bank Holidays. Proceeds 
to the Abbey charities. Details: 0865 
340044. 

DROPMORE. A warm welcome 
awaits you when you drop in on St 
Anne’s at Dropmore. On Sundays in Ju- 
ly, enjoy a home-made cream tea 
£1 .25 in the beautiful surroundings of the 
Church. Open 3-5pm. Details: 0753 
25962. 

HUGHENDEN. Explore Hughenden 
Manor, home of Disraeli, visit the 
historic church of St Michael & All 
Angels, and enjoy a cream tea in the 
Elizabethan Refectory or in the gar- 
dens of Church House. Cream teas 
£2.10 and everything is home-made. Run 
by volunteers, proceeds go to the church 
fund. Open every Sunday and Bank Holi- 
day, 2-5. 30pm, from Easter Day until 
clocks change in October. Parties can be 
catered for during the week by prior ar- 
rangement. Details: 0494 529579 


KEMPSTON, nr Bedford. July and 
August, a tour of ancient All Saints Parish 
Church plus a home-made tea in the 
village hall. Tea £1.75, cheese and wine 
£2.50. Proceeds for the church roof ap- 
peal. Book first ivith Mrs Francis 
Leonard, 0234 852480. Come along for 
tea, anyway, on August Bank Holiday, 
no need to book. 

LONG CRENDON. Teas in the 
Church House. High Street. Saturdays 
and Sundays, 3-6pm throughout July. 
August and September. 

MILTON KEYNES. A piano to 
serenade you over lunch or coffee on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays at the Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone. On Tuesdays 
choose sandwiches, ploughman’s lunch 
or soup and on Saturday a hot dish and 
dessert. Everything home-made. 
Waitress service. Proceeds to the City 
Church Appeal. 

OXFORD. Combine your visit to the 
Ashmolean Museum and Martyr’s 
Memorial with a cup of tea at St Giles’s 
Church Hall, 10 Woodstock Road. Open 
every Saturday and Sunday 3.30-5pm. 
Run by members of the St Giles’ com- 
gregation. Or punctuate your City cen- 
tre tour with lunch or tea at the St Aldates 
Coffee House, always humming with life. 
Details: 0865 245952. 

READING. Since 1983 the Grey friars 
Coffee Shop, situated in the Church Cen- 
tre, has been a popular lunch spot with 
the city’s workforce. Open Monday to 
Saturday from 10am to 6pm, for morn- 
ing coffee, hot and cold lunches and after- 
noon teas. Some dishes and many of the 
cakes home-made. Run mainly by 
volunteers. Details: 0734 587369. 

SANDHURST. A cup of tea at the 
‘Wednesday Teapot’ at the Pastoral Cen- 
tre after exploring the lovely Church of 
St Michael & All Angels. At just 20p a 
cup it’s extra good value. Details: 0252 
872683. 

UFFINGTON. Every Sunday in July 
and August, from 3pm, home-made 
cakes, scones and tea at the Thomas 
Hughes Memorial Hall, in Uffington. 
Parties catered for if booked in advance. 
Proceeds to the St Mary’s Church Bell 
Restoration Fund. Visit the church of St 
Mary known as the Cathedral of the Vale, 
Tom Brown’s Museum and climb White 
Horse Hill for a breathtaking view. 
Details: 036782 363. 

WEST WYCOMBE. Teas with 
home-made cakes, coffee and soft drinks 
on Sunday afternoon and Bank Holidays 
until September 29. Open 2. 30-5. 30pm 
at the Medieval Church Room, High 
Street. All proceeds to the St Lawrence 
Restoration Fund. 

WOODSTOCK. The Church of St 
Mary Magdalene opens its coffee shop on 
Sundays. 2.30 to 6pm until the end of 
September. Scrumptious home-made 
cakes, tea, coffee and fruit juice. All pro- 
ceeds to the church fund. Run by 
volunteers. Details: 08675 3569. 
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Responding to homelessness 


Let youth ring out 



FIFTEEN young bellringers from all over the Diocese 
gathered at Streatley-on-Thames for this year’s Guild of 
Bellringers’ Youth Weekend (April 12-14). The first ring on 
Friday evening at Streatley church was followed by an in- 
troductory talk by Guild Master and weekend organiser, Pat 
Newton: Saturday started with tutorial sessions, before the 
party divided into two groups to ring in local towers. Assisted 
by adult helpers, all abilities were catered for, from plain 
hunt to surprise major and conducting, in a five-hour ring- 
ing session broken only by a picnic lunch. Handbell ring- 
ing, rope splicing and a quiz (did you know that there are 
5040 different ways of ringing six bells?) were just some of 
the other activities organised during the weekend which end- 
ed with three groups joining local ringers at Goring, Streatley 
and South Stoke for ringing and morning service. It is hoped 
to repeat the weekend next year and despite blistered fingers 
all the youngsters who took part seemed keen to come again. 


Is God Australian? 


YOUNG DOOR 



BY the time you read this, the holiday season will 
be fast approaching. Holidays usually involve 
travel, but even if you’re not going away you are 
still on a journey. “Impossible!” you say. All 
the things that would happen to you — time pass- 
ing, the weather, people talking to you (or not!), 
your feelings, hunger, thirst — these are all part 
of your experience and help you in living your 
life better. They are like an imaginary journey. 
If you are on an actual journey then all sorts of 
things change — the view, the people, the shops, 
friends, transport, feelings, food. 

I think any journey is exciting, but it becomes 
even more exciting when we, as Christians, 
remember that Jesus is with us, sharing the new 
things we see. The song ‘One more step along 
the world I go’ sums it all up very well. 

See how many ‘journeys’ you can find. They 
could be by people in Bible times or by present 
day friends of Jesus. You could perhaps make 
a model of Bishop John’s journey round the 
Berkshire Archdeaconry, using the map on page 
5 of last month’s DOOR to give you some ideas. 

This model of a journey is based on an idea in 
Instant Art for Festivals. 

• Either draw the shapes onto white card, or 
draw them on to white paper and then stick that 
onto stiff card (an old cereal box would do). 

• The figure or figures can be anyone, including 
you. On B draw and colour some scenes from 
the journey of the person on A. 

• Use a paper fastener to attach wheel A over 
wheel B. 

• Now turn the wheel and watch the person go- 
ing on their journey. 


How to make a journey 



Continued from page 9 


Letter from Church House 


‘LORD, WHEN DID WE SEE 
YOU (SO YOUNG AND) 
HOMELESS . . . ?’ 

To many of us, homelessness is 
impossible to contemplate. We 
would never imagine it happen- 
ing to our own family. The 
world conjures up stereotyped 
images of cardboard cities, 
crumpled figures of worn-out 
old men hiding behind bottles of 
liquor. However, the harsh 
economic realities of the day 
paint a very different picture. 

Many more people are 
threatened with homelessness; 
whole families are at risk. 
Children as young as 15 are 
looking for somewhere to sleep 
at night. Youngsters are often 
mobile in their search for 
employment and accommoda- 
tion or in squats. There are 
many ‘homeless-at-home’ 
teenagers with infants of their 
own, living with the grand- 
mother in overcrowded condi- 
tions because the only 
alternative, bed and breakfast 
accommodation, is too awful to 
contemplate. 

About half have been in in- 
stitutional care, others leave the 
parental home because of 
disputes or physical/sexual 
abuse and it is not a viable pro- 
position for them to return 
home. Others leave because 
their parents cannot afford to 
keep them, and some Asian girls 
because of generation 
gap/cultural differences. 

The Christian response to this 
situation has been commen- 
dable. Churches in Reading for 
example, already active in sup- 
port of the homeless, recently 
opened a daytime drop-in cen- 
tre, staffed entirely by 
volunteers from local churches. 

The Churches in Reading 
Drop-In Centre aims to provide 
food, warmth, shelter, a change 
of clothing, washing and recrea- 
tional facilities, some basic 
health care, a referral service, 
a listening ear, advice and 
spiritual guidance. At the mo- 
ment the Centre can afford to 
open only three days a week and 
is itself threatened with 
homelessness as it seeks to 
secure a permanent home close 
to the town centre. 

The Bishop of Reading, The 
Right Reverend John Bone, 
says: “Through their work here 
the Churches are witnessing to 
God’s love for all. His love for 
people in need is shown in our 
care and concern. If, for some 
reason, this work could not con- 
tinue we would, in effect, be 
saying ‘Reading has no heart’.” 

If you would like to know 
more about the work of the Cen- 
tre, please contact either An- 
drew Radford on Reading 
483965 or Christine Croker on 
Reading 421627 or contact the 
Drop-In Centre direct at St 
Saviour’s Church Hall, 
Berkeley Avenue (Telephone 
Reading 502536 between 10.30 
am and 3.30 pm on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Fridays). 

Malcom Fleming 


SEEING the state of the nations, 
he went up on to the mountain 
and when he sat down, the world 
leaders came to him. And he 
opened his mouth and taught 
them through the mass media, 
saying: “You have heard that it 
was said. An eye for an eye and 
a tooth for a tooth *. But I say to 
you, why stop there? Resist one 
who is evil. If anyone strikes you 
on the right cheek, have you not 
cause to smash his face in? If 
anyone would sue you and take 
your coat, get your lawyers on 
to it immediately and take him 
to court ; for generosity is a sign 
of weakness. 

“You have heard that it used 
to be said, ‘ You shall love your 
neighbour and hate your 
enemy’. But I say to you, hate 
your neighbours also and be 
suspicious of their intentions; 
what good is trust in this day and 
age? For, if you love those who 
love you, you have only yourself 
to blame when things turn nas- 
ty. Does not everyone do the 
same? Therefore, be selfish, that 
the whole world might be 
selfish. ” 

The passage is an illustration 
of the way that society’s values 
are completely opposed to what* 
we read in God’s word. Such 
contradiction can further be seen 
in the Psalms, where the value 


of true treasure and peace, 
rather than the accumulation of 
earthly posessions is made clear. 
In giving our lives to God, our 
culture views us as slaves, both 
to archaic stifling rules, and olde 
worlde language. However, as 
Christians we are free, whether 
captive in a South African jail, 
held hostage in the Middle East, 
or in a pinstriped trap of nine- 
to-five work. 

I work as a full-time volunteer 
for Cockney Spirit Sailing 
Trust. My time here is not 
something that I have given up 
— as God is using it; in fact, 
again, he has turned a situation 
upside down. Society would say 
I am giving, as we take under- 
privileged teenagers from inner 
London and sexually abused 
youngsters, out sailing. I receive 
so much from God, though, 
from all of those involved with 
our work. To me, God definitely 
turns society’s values complete- 
ly upside down. 

Mark Ringer 

Mark Ringer is doing Time for 
God ’ for a year with Cockney 
Spirit before reading Com- 
munication studies at Wales 
Polytechnic. 


MAJOR General Bowen’s letter 
unhappily misses the whole point 
that the Church of England is NOT 
a local authority or a trading limited 
company! He also assumes that the 
Board of Finance acts on its own 
acount. The Diocesan Budget is set 
by the Bishop’s Council and the- 
Diocesan Synod. The Board of 
Finance is the agency through which 
the detailed work is carried out. 

Inflation applies to all our costs, 
and the increase in Parish Share 
would be exactly the same as infla- 
tion if all our income went up by the 
same amount. Unfortunately, we 
cannot command the Church Com- 
missioners to increase their distribu- 
tions, nor can we expect dividends 
and interest to continue at the same 
levels. Similarly, dividends and in- 
terest income are dependent upon ac- 
tually having investments, and the 
rate of interest and dividends paid. 

When reviewing the Budget, the 
Diocesan Synod is aware of what in- 
come is expected from the Glebe, 
Church Commissioners’ grants and 
interest/dividends. The Synod is ful- 
ly aware that the major source of 
ftinds is the Parish Share, and this 
is the subject of a separate debate 
and vote. In essence, there is no real 
relationship between the Parish 
Share and the rate of inflation. 

Projections 

The projections for 1992 and 1993 
are based on various assumptions 
which are clearly stated in the 


Budget. The Bishop’s Council and 
the Planning and Budget sub- 
committee review applications for 
increased expenditure, and it will be 
noted that recent Parish Share in- 
creases have in the end been lower 
than those included in the projec- 
tions. We have to take a view of the 
numbers to be employed in parish 
ministry, and new work at the cen- 
tre has been restricted. The resulting 
Parish Share increases shown in the 
projections arise from exactly the 
same reasons as set out above. 

The Church Commissioners are a 
self-standing body whose policy is 
not controlled by the Diocese. 
Moreover, we agree with their deci- 
sion in lowering their allocations to 
this Diocese as we consider there are 
other dioceses who are considerably 
poorer than Oxford, where the 
Church’s work just would not be 
undertaken if there was not this grant 
from the Commissioners. In Oxford 
we believe that the level of giving 
in parishes is nowhere near 
sacrificial. By these increases in 
Parish Share, parishioners are forced 
to appreciate the true cost of 
ministry. 

The decrease in grant from the 
Church Commissioners has not been 
absorbed by the Diocese as the 
policy agreed is that the work at the 
centre shall continue. 

Not without question 

It is not true to say that the 


Diocese’s share of the 14 per cent 
increase in the General Synod 
Budget was accepted without ques- 
tion. The Church of England is the 
Established Church, and there are 
many topics on which a national 
voice is needed. Nevertheless, there 
are many of us, myself included, 
who spend considerable time criticis- 
ing the General Synod Budget and 
' pressing for reductions. Cash limits 
have been imposed, and it is hoped 
that the fruits of these will show in 
due course. 

Some 83 per cent of the Parish 
Share is directly spent on the parish 
ministry, 12 per cent is spent in the 
Diocese and the community, and 5 
per cent is a contribution to the wider 
church. Much of that spent by the 
Diocese is on activities which the 
Diocese must carry out to obey legal 
requirements. 

The parish ministry in 1991 will 
cost £7.5 million and the Parish 
Share is only £5.7 million. We are 
all thoroughly subsidised! As for ex- 
pressing concern, may I suggest that 
those who are worried take the step 
of getting themselves elected to the 
Diocesan Synod where they can 
have a prominent voice and effect on 
the policies of the Diocese, which 
are then reflected in the Budget. 

T. C. Landsbert, Secretary , Ox- 
ford Diocesan Board oj 
Finance 




offer a lasting memento through a 

LOOTED EDITION 

Cojiji ei Stcninq of 

Y0URPR0JECT at low cost ! 


Our craftsmen work from your line originals to produce quality 
copper etchings on a black background, protected from tarnish. 
Available without frames to maximise funding, e.g. 

280 x 190mm, 100 off, under £4.00 each. 

Artist and framing can be arranged. 


A£A 


ADVANCED CIRCUITS AND PLASTICS LIMITED 

The Science Park, Hutton Street, Furthergate, Blackburn BB1 3BY 
Tel: 0254 681666 Fax: 0254 681777 



ALSO AVAILABLE Heavy-duty SPORTSTERS and wheelchairs for those over 18 stone. 


IF YOU HAVE DIFFICULTY GETTING AROUND 
BUT LIKE TO BE INDEPENDENT DAVID 
WENMAN NOW HAS THE BEST CHOICE OF 
MOBILITY VEHICLES FOR YOU. ALL BACKED 
BY OUR UNBEATABLE SERVICE. 

• POWER WHEELCHAIR battery driven that 
takes the push out of pushing and the 
dismantling out of fitting into cars. 

• THE SPORTSTER enhanced with fan 
cooled motor, fully sprung suspension 
and puncture free tyres. 

• BUDDY - a four wheel electric chair 
with adjustable controls and tight 
manoeuvrability with Sportster stability 
for inside and outdoors. 


DAVID WENMAN 

I (ASSOCIATES) LIMITED — 


• CYCLE POWER - this easy to fit on 
power unit for tricycles or standard 
cycles takes the strain out of everyday 
cycling. P 

Oft 5011 


Dep. 17. The Paddocks. Barford Hill, Barford. Nr. Warwick CV35 8DA. 
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FLAT FOR SALE 
NORTH OXFORD 

South facing studio flat in co-ownership, sheltered 
housing scheme. Spacious living room with bedroom 
recess, hall, kitchen and bathroom, fitted wardrobe 
and ample cupboard space. Facilities on the premises 
include a restaurant, guest rooms and a fully equip- 
ped laundry. 



For further details contact the Administrator: 

Telephone: OXFORD 510334 
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The maze as 
microcosm 
of the world 


Sept 7th- 14th LED RETREAT. A quiet week of 
reflection and worship. 

Sept 21 st-28th CHRISTIAN HEALING. A week of 
thoughtful consideration of the church's role in 
healing. 

Oct 5th- 1 2th COMING WORLD CHAOS. An en- 
couraging study of the Christian's position in a con- 
demned world. 

RHOS-LLYN, PENPARC. CARDIGAN, 
WEST WALES. PHONE: (0239) 614501 
Brochure available 


Low cost Flights _ . - , 

worldwide 9 

USA peak season fares (July-Sept) 
Atlanta, Dallas, Houston £339 
Los Angeles £495 Florida £425 
For these and many more call now 
Banbury (0295) 275661 


Choose Tunisia 

For the perfect summer holiday 

Imagine magnificent North African sunshine and miles of golden 
Mediterranean beaches touching the warm blue sea. Add the comforts 
and sophistication of first-class notels with their abundant amenities and 
entertainments. This is Tunisia — unrivalled for the holiday of your 
lifetime! 

Call for our brochure now. 

TUNISIAN TRAVEL BUREAU 
304 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW5 

TEL: (071) 373 4411 v 



CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
OXFORD 

VOICE TRIALS will be held on Saturday, 12th October 1991 
for boys between seven and nine to sing in the Cathedral 
Choir. 

Choristers receive boarding preparatory education at the 
Cathedral School with a scholarship of £3129-£3273 per 
annum. 

Please write to: 

The Headmaster, Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street, Oxford 0X1 1QW. Tel: 0865 242561. 


& 



ONLY 

£138 

for six days 


‘DISCOVER 

hMck-up London, 
Farmhouse B&B , 
Sightseeing, trekking, 
canoeing, horse-riding, 
** 0892-516636 






ST JOHN'S COLLEGE 
CHOIR 
CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys' voices for this world-famous Choir will be held on 


SO — this is the ‘Year of the 
Maze’. The Archbishop’s Maze 
at Grey’s Court, near Henley, is 
ten years old this year, laid 
down in response to the sermon 
given by Archbishop Runcie at 
his enthronement in 1980, when 
he spoke of his hopes of tackl- 
ing ‘the maze-like muddle in 
which the world finds itself. 

It leads us directly into the 
myths and legends of prehistory. 
Did you know that a maze was 
initially a ritual dance? The 
celebrated labyrinth of ancient 
Crete, certainly, was a dance 
devised in honour of Ariadne, 
daughter of the legendary King 
Minos. Nor are the acerbic con- 
frontations between the 
‘travellers’ and the authorities 
over the right to celebrate the 
Summer Solstice at Stonehenge 
irrelevant here. Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, 12th century Bishop 
of St Asaph and English 
Chronicler, tells us in his 
Historia Regum Britanniae that 
the first invaders of the British 
Isles were giants. They came 
from Africa, and were de- 
scended from Ham, the dissolute 
son of Noah who spawned all 
the disreputable nations of the 
earth. 

According to Geoffrey, their 
finest monument was a work of 
the Irish branch. They brought 
with them immense long-shaped 
African stones, which they stood 
upright on a hill in County 
Kildare. It was called ‘The 
Giant’s Round Dance’, and thus 
it took its place among the mazes 
of antiquity. 

He says that in a fit of pique 
the enchanter Merlin threw the 
ring spiralling across the water, 
where it planted itself on 
Salisbury Plain and so it became 
known as Stonehenge. No 
wonder they would like a Pop 
Festival! 

The idea of getting lost in a 
maze evidently came later. You 
could not get lost in a simple 
circle of stones — although it 
must be admitted that the giants 
did acquire a reputation for 
stupidity. As Geoffrey points 
out, the boulder-strewn shore- 
lines of north Devon or Corn- 
wall give evidence enough of 
their yobbish behaviour, made 
manifest in their mindless bom- 
bardments of each other with 
huge stones — shades again, 
perhaps, of a certain genre of 
‘traveller’. 

Nor would you get lost, in the 
sense of not knowing where you 


All God's creatures 



A young supporter and doggy friend pictured at a pet ser- 
vice at St John’s Church, Burford. It was organised as part 
of National Pet Week by the Blue Cross Animal Welfare 
Society, which recently opened its new headquarters at 
Burford. Photo: David Key. 


are, while following a pattern of 
a ritual floor at Knossos. The 
worst that could happen to you 
in the course of an elaborate 
ritual dance would be if you 
were to lose the thread of it and 
thus trip up the other dancers. 

It was that, I think, that led to 
the later concepts of the maze. 
After all, finding your way 
through the dance was impor- 
tant, rather like the challenge of 
finding your way through life. 
Grey’s Court and, indeed, the 
Archbishop himself could not 
have chosen a better image. 
Mazes became profoundly a 
matter of religion, by this Time a 
kind of allegory of life itself. All 
varieties of wrong turnings and 
collisions are possible. 

Racing 

uncertainty 

The Bishop of Peterborough, 
the Right Reverend ‘Bill’ 
Westwood, evidently knows this 
full well. In May, he invited his 
clergy to Towcester for a day at 
the races to celebrate the 450th 
anniversary of his diocese. The 
racing fraternity evidently 
entered into the spirit of the 


thing, promoting such events as 
the ‘Bishop of Peterborough 
Handicap Steeple Chase’ and the 
‘The Peterborough Diocese 
450th Anniversary Novices’ 
Hurdle Race’. And what hap- 
pened to the bishop’s £2 bet on 
‘Angelica Park’ in the 3. 15, laid 
with Mr Billie Butt? The horse 
came second “Never mind,” 
said Mr Butt. “Here’s your 
money back, with an extra quid 
for the church roof appeal . ” He 
meant, I imagine, the steeple 
which the bishop was chasing at 
the time... 

Amazing 

coincidence 

But, then, part of the charm of 
the maze is the ever-changing 
juxtapositions which might oc- 
cur — whether it be a chance en- 
counter during a dance, or 
meeting somebody interesting 
while lost in the maze at Hamp- 
ton Court. The Revd Peter 
Poole, Rector of the Parish of 
Chalfont St Giles, for instance, 
has discovered a maze-like 
series of historical connections 
in relation to the St Giles 
Festival which takes place from 


September 1-8. He invited the 
Very Revd Patrick Mitchell, 
Dean of Windsor, to visit the 
parish for Festal Evensong at St 
Giles*. 

In his reply, the dean revealed 
a curious co-incidence. The 
Very Revd William Franklin, 
Dean of Windsor 1536-54, was 
collated Rector of St Giles in 
1540. The present dean’s step- 
daughter, Venetia, is married to 
a Liell Francklin, a direct 
descendant of the said William 
Franklin! I suppose this ought to 
be called ‘The Dean’s Round 
Dance'! 

The dance, though, is strong- 
ly related to courtship and to 
marriage. As the song goes: 
She sometimes said yes, she 
sometimes said no; 

She sometimes said come, she 
sometimes said go. 

It describes the movements of 
the dance very well. The 17th 
century St Andrew’s Church at 
Sonning is celebrating the court- 
ship and marriage aspect of it on 
August Bank Holiday Weekend 
with a ‘Bridal and Flower 
Festival’. It will include an ex- 
hibition of local wedding 
dresses, ancient and modem, a 
light-hearted look at marriage 
during a concert of music and 
readings, and a Festival Service 
on the Sunday morning at which 
the Right Revd John Bone, 
Bishop of Reading, will preside 
and at which couples will be in- 
vited to renew their marriage 
vows. (Details from Bob Peters, 
tel 0734 693598). 

Down from 
on high 

You might think that a way to 
resolve a maze is to look down 
at it from above. It explains per- 
haps, why Mrs Pat Loveland, 
wife of the Vicar of Drayton, 
executed a parachute jump in aid 
of the Oxford Homeless Medical 
Fund. She writes: “The ex- 
perience was totally amazing, 
and left me literally gasping for 
breath.” She raised £2,300, 
which will go some way towards 
resolving the maze created by 
homelesness in our 20th century 
Britain. But what about Father 
Edwin Clements who, as part of 
the St Michael’s Church Fete, 
Blewbury, on June 15, abseiled 
down the church tower to 
celebrate the completion of the 
parapet? 

Perhaps we should get his 
reactions? Or perhaps, if Bishop 
Richard invites us all to 
Newbury Races next year to 
celebrate the 450th Anniversary 
of the Oxford diocese, who can 
have the ‘Bishop of Oxford Han- 
dicap Tower Chase’? 

Richard Hughes 


Saturday, 12 October 1991 

at 

St John's College, at 9 a.m. 

Choristers are educated at St John's College School and are 
awarded Scholarships which are worth £4,500 a year. 
Candidates should not be younger than 7 years, nor be older than 
9 Yt years, on the date of the trial. 

Please apply to 

The College Organist for particulars 


/££ HAS A FEAR OF SWIMMING 
SPOILT YOUR HOLIDAY 

Cannot be described in print. We specialise 
in teaching nervous adults to swim. 

One teacher, one pupil, one empty pool 
(temp 92 deg.) 

No spectators, sympathetic and understan- 
ding teachers is in the water with you at 
all times. Learn to swim in 3% days. 
Bookings now being taken for next year. 
Also some places before Christmas 

WATERSHED SWIMCENTRE LTD 
Tel: (0834) 861624 

Phone now for brochure 


CHAMPAGNE 

WEEKEND 

RHEIMS 

Includes tour of Rheims 

DEPARTS FRIDAY 16th AUGUST 
23.00 hours from Oxford 
RETURNS SUNDAY 18th AUGUST 

Approx. 24.00 hours 

Prince including tour of champagne factory, free 
wine tasting, 1 night’s bed and breakfast, 
equivalent to an English 4-star hotel. 

SPECIAL £50 PER PERSON 

Book now on 

0860 919059 (24 hours) 

To avoid disappointment 


DAT\il IF) 1991 Summer School 
MAIjll IV of Christian Drama 

■ Ww Friday 16 August to Friday 23 August 

Bishop Otter College, Chichester 

Full details from Radius, Christ Church & Upton 
Chapel, Kennington Road, London SE1 7QP. 
Telephone: 071-401 2422. 


YELDE HALL MUSEUM 

CHIPPENHAM, WILTSHIRE 

(opposite the Post Office in the Market Place) 

Open until 31st October 1991 

10.00 am to 12.30 pm. 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm 
Monday to Saturday 

(Excluding Bank Holidays) 

ADMISSION FREE 

Administered by Chippenham Town Council 
Offices: 12 The Causeway, Chippenham 
Tel: 0249-653145. Town Clerk: Alan Hobbs 
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Wanted: 
time and 
tools 


In the Netherlands . . . 


IN BRIEF 


An Anglican welcome 


New school 
for Chippy 


WORKAID, an ecumenical 
charity run entirely by 
volunteers, offers practical help 
to the Third World. It was 
started five years ago by 
members of an all-churches 
group in the Chilterns who felt 
there was more to aid than 
writing a cheque. 

WORKAID collects un- 
wanted tools and materials in 
this country for missionary 
groups in the Third World. 
Villagers can then learn the 
essential skills to earn a living 
and make the most of their own 
resources. A sewing machine is 
gold dust to a woman striving to 
support her family. 

WORKAID needs your old 
tools for digging, construction 
and carpentry, and needs 
volunteers to recondition them, 
help with packing and fund- 
raising etc. But their greatest 
need is for a new General Ad- 
ministrator. WORKAID is also 
looking for someone to act as 
their agent in Nairobi, Kenya. 

If you would like to volunteer, 
donate your tools or talents 
please contact WORKAID, 
Sycamore Hall, 14 Woodside 
Road, Amersham, Bucks HP6 
6AJ. Tel: 0494 722279. 

Teaching days 

A SERIES of teaching and 
ministry days in Reading 
organised by St Agnes with St 
Paul and St John and St 
Stephen’s have been well 
supported. 

More than 200 people from 58 
local churches attended a day by 
Mary Pytches and a small team 
from St Andrew’s Chorleywood 
on ‘Prayer Counselling’, and Dr 
Kenneth McAU and team led a 
day on the ‘Healing of the Fami- 
ly Tree’ at St John’s Church. 

The days are mainly for 
ministers and lay leaders en- 
gaged in the healing ministry. If 
you are interested in receiving 
mailing about future events 
(which include Mrs Anne Wat- 
son in October, and ‘The Acorn 
Initiative on Mental Sickness’ in 
February 1992) please send a 
sae to: Mr Fred Attwood, Parish 
Administrator, At Agnes with St 
Paul, 4 Falmouth Road, Whitley 
Wood, Reading, Berks. 

Dramatic 

Cavalcade 

KNIGHTS, damsels, castles, 
chargers, good kings and evil 
villains are all expected at St An- 
drew’s Church, Linton Road, 
Oxford in the last week of Ox- 
ford. There may even be a 
dragon or two because the theme 
of the church’s popular 
children’s holiday club this year 
is ‘Cavalcade’. 

The club is for children aged 
five to 10 and costs a modest £1 
per day starting on August 27. 
It includes Bible-based teaching,- 
crafts and games and finishes the 
following Friday with a medievil 
banquet (disguised family 
barbecue!). 

St Andrew’s is also hosting a 
Drama and Dance conference on 
Saturday July 13 for members of 
church drama and dance groups. 
There will be a drama workshop 
and plenty of time to swap ideas. 

For details of both events con- 
tact Lucy Moore on Oxford 
(0865) 53944. 


Inter Anglican Study Programme 

"Evangelism and Eucharist" 

a conference for the Decade of 
Evangelism organised by parish 
clergy for parish clergy. 

At: St. Stephen's House, Oxford. 
Dates: Sept. 15 - 21. 1991. 

Speakers include: 

John Macquarrie, Leslie Houlden, 
Andrew Louth. Bishop Stephen 
Verney. 

Lectures, worship, bible*study, 
small group work. 

Details : 

Vicarage. 144 Fencepiece Rd, 
Hainault, Essex 1G6 2LA. 

Tel: 081 500 2970. 



ENGLISH churches in the 
Netherlands have existed since 
the 16th century, the Anglican 
community of St John and St 
Philip (pictured here) being the 
oldest one. The ministry there 
started in 1586, when many 
British people were to be found 
in the Low Countries: mer- 
chants, diplomats and their 
families, and soldiers helping 
the Dutch in their revolt against 
the Spanish rulers. 

The Anglican congregation in 
the Hague is still a living con- 
gregation, coming together in 
the ‘house that knows no bar- 
riers’ to nationalities or Chris- 
tian denominations. In its variety 


If you are planning a holi- 
day or a longer stay in 
Europe and would like 
more information about 
other Anglican services 
there the Christian Direc- 
tory of Europe (£7.25) gives 
a comprehensive list, 
classified by country, in- 
cluding Russia. Published 
by Christians Abroad, it 
also gives details of services 
in English of other 
denominations and of wor- 
ship in languages other 
than English in England 
(Armenian to Welsh!). In 
fact it is a mine of informa- 
tion and has not only 
church addresses and times 
of services, but a useful 
ecumenical list of publica- 
tions and opportunities 
such as how to find out 
about Christian work- 
camps and communities, 
how to arrange an ex- 
change visit and where to 
get information about twin- 
ning (see also the June 
DOOR). Christians 
Abroad also produce a 
leaflet called ‘On holiday’ 
with sensible advice about 
considerate holiday 
behaviour (eg. don’t 
photograph people without 
first asking permission). 
For details of these and 
other publications contact: 
Christians Abroad, 1 
Stock well Green, London 
SW9 9HP. Tel: 
071-7377811. 


— and a visitor can hardly fail 
to notice — the members are the 
living stones, built together in- 
to a strong and harmonious 
whole; according to the words 
of the Anglican poet and priest 
George Herbert, “The sweet ce- 
ment which in one sure band ties 
the whole form, is love and 
charitie”. 

The congregation is an inter- 
national one, as it always has 
been. However, nowadays not 
only diplomats and merchants, 
but many overseas students as 
well as employees from multina- 


tionals and families with one 
British, American or Irish part- 
ner, all worship the Lord in the 
same church building. 

The present building in the 
Hague dates from 1952, replac- 
ing the old church which ceas- 
ed to function during the 
German occupation of 1940-45. 
Although the building was 
spared during the dark days, 
thanks to our Dutch Reformed 
brothers and sisters, hopes for 
an imminent homecoming were 
dashed in the last months of the 
war when allied bombing of the 
German V-2 sites in the district 
around the church, resulted in 
the destruction of the beloved 
building. 

Today, the Hague congrega- 
tion has two chaplains, one 
(Dutch) deacon and 14 lay 
assistants and readers. The 
building is far too small for the 
congregation, so Sunday ser- 
vices are also held in the British 
School in nearby Voorschoten. 
The church can be found easily 
in Ary van de Spuy weg, near the 


THIS year’s annual general 
meeting of the Oxford Diocesan 
Guild of Church Bell Ringers 
was held at Abingdon when the 
Guild was the guest of the Old 
North Berks branch. Ringing at 
various towers in the area 
preceded Evensong held at St 
Nicholas, Abingdon. 

The service was conducted by 
the Revd Richard Thomas, the 
Communications Officer for the 
Diocese. In his address, he 
stressed the importance of good 
communication in advancing the 
work of the Church in today’s 
society, and expressed his ap- 
preciation of the role played by 
ringers in bringing the Church 
to the attention of the general 
public. He also invited the Guild 
to consider ways in which it 
. might like to mark the celebra- 
tions of the 450th anniversary of 


Peace Palace. Sunday services 
are held at 8.30am, 9.45am, 
11am and during the summer 
season also at 7pm. There is a 
service in the British School at 
10.30am. 

The Anglican community in 
the Hague is not an isolated one, 
but reaches out all over the 
world in its links with former 
members, a remarkable number 
of whom are ordained clergy in 
Britain, Europe and overseas, 
and in its traditional tithe for 
projects in countries like Colom- 
bia and the Seychelles. It is 
a lively church with a Sunday 
school, Pathfinders, house- 
groups and services in a wide 
range of liturgy supported by a 
well-trained choir. It is also an 
open community where visitors 
feel at home during services, 
and afterwards over a cup of tea 
or coffee in the church hall. 

Since 1979, Anglican chur- 
ches in Europe have been part 
of the Diocese of Gibraltar and 
Europe, with a diocesan bishop 
(the Right Revd John Satter- 


the Oxford Diocese in 1992. 

Two officers, the Deputy 
Master, Anne Carpenter, and 
the General Secretary, Alex 
Sharpe, did not seek re-election 
this year. Both were thanked by 
the Master for their hard work 
and support. Amongst the new 
officers elected were: Master, 
Mrs P. Newton (High 
Wycombe); Deputy Master, G. 
J. Clifton (Steeple Aston); 
General Secretary, E. J. Wells 
(Tilehurst); Treasurer, B. J. 
Gat ward (Theale). 

Certificates for the Guild 
8-bell Striking Competition, 
held at Witney on May 6, were 
presented to: High Wycombe 
Tower (1st), East Berks South 
Bucks Branch (2nd) and 
Tilehurst Tower (3rd). 

John Wells 


waite) and a suffragan bishop 
(the Right Revd Edward 
Holland), residing in London. 
The diocese stretches from the 
Hague to Moscow, from 
Stockholm to Casablanca and as 
Bishop John himself said recent- 
ly: “I have clocked up 

somewhere between one and 
one-and-a-half million miles in 
the last two decades.’’ 

In the Netherlands you will be 
surprised to see in how many 
places Anglican services are 
held — right through the 
alphabet, in fact, from 
Amersfoort to Zwolle. Anglican 
(and American Episcopal) chur- 
ches can also be found in 
Amsterdam (Christ Church, 
where Rembrandt’s famous 
‘Staalmeesters’ once hung), in 
Utrecht (Holy Trinity, once the 
seat of the Earl of Leicester 
representing Queen Elizabeth in 
the Netherlands and a protected 
shelter for British escaped 
prisoners of war) and in Rotter- 
dam where St Mary’s Church 
served as the German garrison 
church for five years. 

Many services take place in 
the churches of the Old Catholic 
Church with which the Church 
of England enjoys full commu- 
nion; others are held in the cen- 
tres of the International Mission 
for Seamen or at the NATO 
headquarters of Afcent in 
Brunssum, in the deep south of 
Limburg near the Belgian and 
German borders. 

Grateful for 405 years of 
preaching the Good News and 
worship according to the 
Anglican tradition, St John and 
St Philip in the Hague will go on 
reaching out to members and 
visitors and to all those who are 
yet untouched by the message of 
Our Lord. 

Henk Aben 

Henk Aben is senior editor of the 
Algemeen Dagblad newspaper 
in the Netherlands and a 
member of the Church of St John 
and St Philip in the Hague. 


A NEW Church of England 
Aided school will open in Chip- 
ping Norton in September, 
created from an amalgamation 
of St Mary’s Church of England 
Aided Junior School and the 
Chipping Norton County In- 
fants’ School. It will have ap- 
proximately 400 pupils, and be 
known as St Mary’s Church of 
England Primary School. 

The School will open in the 
premises of both the present St 
Mary’s Junior School and pre- 
sent County Infants’ School, but 
extensions and alterations will 
be carried out on St Mary’s 
School building. It is planned 
that the new school will be on 
one site by the end of 1992. 

Pat Lakin, currently head of 
St Mary’s Junior School was 
unanimously appointed head- 
teacher to bring the new school 
into being, by the temporary 
governing body, officers and ad- 
visers of Oxfordshire County 
Council, and the Oxford 
Diocesan Education Officers. 
Miss Lakin has a wealth of 
teaching experience gained in 
Church Aided Schools in the 
Oxford area over 21 years. 

Vocation advisers 

THE bishops are appointing a 
network of vocation advisers to 
cover all the deaneries of the 
Diocese. They will assist the 
Directors of Ordinands and the 
Adviser for Lay Ministry in the 
early processes of assessing 
vocations and encouraging peo- 
ple to explore the possibility of 
vocations to ministry within the 
Church. The Revd Christopher 
Hewetson, priest in charge of 
Headington Quarry, Oxford has 
been appointed chairman of the 
Network. A full list of Advisers 
will be published in the October 
DOOR. 

Drawing together 

THE recent Anglo-Catholic 
Charismatic Convention at High 
Leigh Conference Centre in 
Herefordshire drew people from 
Ascot, Banbury and Reading. 
For three days people met to 
deepen their response to the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

The combination of Catholic 
ceremonial and order and 
charismatic free expression is 
not as unusual as some people 
think says Father Martin Flat- 
man from SS Mary and John, 
East Oxford, who is a member 
of the national committee. “This 
blend prevents Catholics from 
getting too formal, and 
charismatics from losing all 
sense of order’’ he says.’ 

Bookings for next year’s con- 
vention are already being taken. 
There are also renewal days. 
More information from Mrs 
Angela Southern, 2 The Grange, 
Hartley Wintney, Basingstoke. 


Bell ringers together 


MAPLEDURHAM 


House, Watermill and Country Park 

4 miles north-west of Reading on the north bank of the River Thames 



Easter Sunday to end of September. Weekends and Public Holidays. 
HOUSE: 2.30-5pm 

WATERMILL: 1.30-5.00pm Winter Sundays 24pm 
. COUNTRY PARK & PICNIC PARK 12.30pm-7pm. Last entry 5pm. 
Midweek Guided party visits by arrangement. Gift Shop, Hand-made 
cream teas and Refreshments. 

River Cruise from Caversham to Mapledurham 
2.00pm on Open Days. 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ON THE ESTATE. 

The Estate Office, Mapledurham House, 
Reading RG4 7TR. Telephone: 0734-723350. 


DUKK0 TRANSLATIONS 

has experience in translating historical texts into 
DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN. 

So any church in the U.K. that has some kind 
of history being of interest to visitors are kindly 
requested to write or phone for information. 

DliK'RO TRANSLATIONS. 

5B Station Parade. 

Kenton Lane, Harrow. Middx HA3 8SB. 
Tel/Fax: 081-907 0492. 


31 
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INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 


• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 


UPHOLSTERY ★ DINING FURNITURE * CARPETS ★ CARPETS ★ BEDS ★ OCCASIONAL FURNITURE ★ VINYLS ★ RUGS 



The Regency Furnishing Co.^*******^^ 

THE COMPLETE HOME FURNISHING SPECIALISTS 

it FREE estimates & advice on all our products 
★ Specialist hand finished EXCLUSIVE ranges 
^ Fantastic choices of colour, finishes & styles 
it Extensive ranges of carpets & curtains 

★ BEST PRICES IN THE SOUTH, WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE YOU HAVE 
We visit you in your home, when YOU want - no more treking around endless stores 
trying to find that special item, If it can be found WE WILL HAVE IT!! 

FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT RING NOW 


0256 819647 S 

24 hour service 

►***sj^^*%***%*s^The Regency Furnishing Co. 

WALLPAFERS * PAINTS * FABRICS * PICTURES * BEDROOM FURNITURE * FIREPLACES * TRACKING * LIGHTING * 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 



NOAH’S ARK 


Pet Transport and 
Courier Service 

Art invaluable service for elder 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


intry iousins 

Emeryrno Mothers fc*i.WW 

Employment Bureau 


OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
OF CARING IN THE HOME 

Help to enable the elderly and in- 
firm remain in their own homes. 
Relief care to allow hard press- 
ed relatives/carers go on holiday. 

Post operative care. 

For further information contact 
us — free brochure available. 

(0455) 558858 
23a CHURCH STREET. 
LUTTERWORTH. LEHSS 1117 4AE. 


CCONSULTUS 

Services Agency 

Do you or a relative of yours 
need help in the home? 

If so "Consult us" 

for resident, temporary or long 
term care of the elderly, the 
sick and the young at home. 
Nurses, housekeepers, 
companions, nannies and 
mothers' helps. 
CONSULTUS AGENCY 
17 London Road 
Tonbridge, Kent TN10 3AB 
Telephone: Tonbridge 
(0732) 355231 


LOOKING FOR 
RESIDENTIAL CARE? 

CONTACT US BEFORE 
STARTING YOUR 
SEARCH FOR A HOME 


ABtclIlL' 

(COMMUNITY CARE) 

» SURREY STREET, NORWICH 

• ( 0603 ) 
764567 


UNI VERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in prowiding 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


CENTRAL A MOBILITY 


SPECIALISTS 
IN NEARLY 
NEW 

ELECTRIC 

WHEELCHAIRS 

SCOOTERS 

AND 

BATRICARS 



BOUGHT 
AND SOLD 
THROUGHOUT 
THE 
COUNTRY 

FULLY 
GUARANTEED 


For a fast and efficient service with 
affordable prices contort us today for further 
information and advice 

021-366 6796 


New & Secondhand Manual 
Lightweight Wheelchairs 


*FouU 


Unit E4/5, Shield Drive 
Brentford, Middx TW8 9EX 



Tel: 081-569 8955 
Fax: 081-560 5380 


l>° r8 ! ) ro 0,n t 


★ We Buy, Sell & Part Exchange 

★ Repairs, Services & Parts 

★ Chair Hire Considered 

★ HP Terms Available 


TRACY NURSING ROME 

MEMBER REGISTERED NURSING HOME ASSOCIATION 
JUk GENERAL MEDICAL & CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day and night. Central heating, good food, H/C and colour TV in all rooms. Single or double rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant gardens. 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority. 

Personal attention of Matron S. D. Wilkinson SRN, SCM. 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon. Telephone: BANBURY 62530 



NURSING HOMES 


RESIDENTIAL CARE 



THE 

Jems 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 

• Warm homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Caring, Supportive professional staff 

• Short and Long stay. • Easily accessible garden 

• Living room with open fireplace • Latest modem aids 

• Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 832863 



ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



(Demom 

Nursing Home 


Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef. 


for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, Q1DN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 


Denham (0895) 834470 


A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 


★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if * 
required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 



Beautiful 16thC manor house designed specifically for those seeking 
choice, independence and long-term security during retirement. Fully 
registered care facilities including 24 hour nursing care in tranquil 
riverside setting. Congenial relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library, 
licensed bar. Apartments for couples, all accommodation en-suite. 
Superb leisure facilities; music, drama, the arts, bridge, fishing, 
croquet etc. 

Weekly fees for residential or nursing care 
from £545 per week. 

Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, 
convalescent and post-operative care. 

For further details please contact: Shirley Lefort, 

The Old Prebendal House, Shipton-under-Wychwood, 

Oxford OX7 6BQ. Tel: 0993 831888. 



The Coombe House Registered Retirement Home 

Country House in beautiful surroundings 
Privacy and independence with caring support 
Good home cooking, garden flats or single rooms, 
some en-suite. 

Contact Mrs Marion Windebank srn 
Streatley-on-Thames, Nr Reading. 

Tel Goring (0491) 872174 


SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

CO VERB ALE COURT, YEOVIL 

Coverdale Court is based on a concept of gradually increasing 
care. 

It consists of 14 well-built homes, each with its own small 
private garden, informally arranged around two skilfully 
landscaped courts, near the centre of Yeovil but completely 
secluded. 

Residents enjoy complete independence and privacy; but they 
have the assurance of an alarm system, serviced from the 
adjoining nursing-home, which provides immediate warden 
cover day and night. “Meals on wheels” and laundry service 
are available as and when required. There is a communal guest 
suite which eases the burden of hospitality. 

The houses are of different size (from one to three bedrooms) 
and design, but they are all built to the same high quality. They 
are to be sold on a long lease of 125 years. 

Prospectuses are available. Inspection is invited. Please 
telephone in the first instance: Chris and Hilary Wharton, 
0935-72102. One of the first residents has kindly said that he 
will answer any informal queries in confidence; telephone: 
0935-77835. 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 


For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 
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94 Southview Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes — • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10-year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 


A. D. J. SMITH 

★ Furniture Repairs 

★ Repolishing, 

Collection and 
Delivery Service 

it Doors stripped 
and re-polished 

it Kitchen doors 
re-polished 

Unit 54F Princes Estate 
Summerleys Road 
Princes Risborough 
Aylesbury 
Bucks HP17 9PX. 

HI: 

(0844) 274412 
(08444) 3233 




FIRE ESCAPES 


.stairways, 

SPIRALS 

CALL THE PROFESSIONALS 



UHOTEP 

P.O. BOX 60 
STRATFORD ON AVON 
WARWICKSHIRE 
CV37 9TB 

TEL: (0789) 269436 

FAX: (0789) 295602 


ESTD 



LOFT LADDERS SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED 

10 Year Guaranteed Retractable Aluminium 
Ladder, New Loft Door Hinged and Primed, 
Safe Instant Access 

OVER 1,000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS 

QUALITY IS MY BUSINESS 

Please contact: LOFTY/JOHN BARKER 
on 0235 523024 NOW! 


STOVE 0RME CARPETS 


0295 - 266627 (24 Hours) 



WAREHOUSE PRICES 


DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR 







All typos of floor covorlog: 

Quality Axmlnstors, Wiltons, Wool Twists, 
Hordwoorlog Coris and C o s l iloa Floors. 

★ Free Home Selection Service ★ 

★ Free Estimates without obligation ★ 
★ Free delivery ★ 

WAREHOUSE PRICES ON TOP QUALITY 
CARPETS DIRECT to your door 
Full fitting service by NICF (Registered) Fitters 
NO ORDER TOO SMALL OR TOO LARGE 

Test our prices, choose and plan your carpet in the 
comfort of your own home 

PRICE BEATERS 

WE TRY HARDER 

Call STEVE ORME on (0295) 26 0627 
■so| for a speedy, helpful and ■■■ 
r\ 1 reliable service. 1 





es an 


uPVC 

WINDOWS 
AND DOORS 

Lowest prices - 
fast service. 

uPVC 

PRODUCTS 

LTD 

0491 26426 


JOINWOOD 

FURNITURE 

Fitted kitchens 
Kitchen refurbishments 
Bedroom & Lounge 
units 

Neff Appliance 
Centre 

Estimates without obligation. 
Please visit/write or telephone 
enlarged showroom/ workshop 

Abingdon 
(0235) 520235 


THE 

REAL MTfXOV 


NEW 

NOW AVAILABLE AT 
YOUR REPUTABLE 
GARDEN CENTRE 
COMPOSTED 
REAL MUCK 

THE ODOURLES 100% ORGANIC, 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY, 
RENEWABLE COMPOST 
COMPLETELY PEAT FREE AND ABSOLUTELY 
NATURAL 

TIME HONOURED, PROVEN, SOIL IMPROVER AND PLANT FOOD 

Telephone: 0869 47532 



EYNSHAM PARK SAWMILL 

D. T. & R. F. THORNE 

For all your fencing and timber requirements. 
Oak and soft wood cut to specification. 
Firewood too! 

Cookoo Lane 
North Leigh 
Witney, Oxon 

0993 881391 


The Gardeners Friend 


Stand ui 



Folds Flat 


Unfold top and bottom units and secure bottom arm 
with pin provided on a chain. 

Using standard dustbin liners place one over top 
frame and retain with securing spring. In the vertical 
plain, pull the FRIEND around the garden with you 
and place all your weeds, grass cuttings etc into the 
sack still leaving both hands free for other operations. 


When you are sweeping light items such as leaves etc., 
lay the GARDENERS FRIEND on its front and 
sweep them straight into the sack again this leaves 
both arms free. 


After you have finished in the garden remove the 
sack. Extract the pin from the lower arm and fold top 
and bottom units upwards and store in the shed or 


Mackrells Limited 

Precision Engineers - Machining, Fabricating and Welding 
Design and Development of Special Purpose Machines 

5 Lindsay Street, Kettering, Northants NN16 8RG 
Telephone: (0536)524700 


THE "NO FUSS" WAY TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR HAFL 



The dream staircase 
you've always wanted is just 
a phone-call away. Because 
now, you can have your old 
banisters replaced by 
beautiful Umber 
balustrading. without the 
need for any structural 
changes. 

Reliable craftsmen will 
fit genuine Richard Burbidge 
Stairparts for you. with the 
minimum of fuss and mess. 

Bring timeless, 
traditional style to your 
hallway and add value to 
your home. 

Simply call us for a free 
quotation today. 


For advice and quotation telephone 
Nick Bridges and Company, 

High Wycombe, 

MM 881905 

RICHARD BURBIDGE APPROVED INSTALLER. 


^)chard 

Burbidge 

HomefiF 


d w arde \ 



SCULPTURES 

Fountains and Lighting 

Lighting with imagination 
Individually designed to your own requirements 
and style. 

Original church commissions on request. 

Contact us for standard range and details of 
special commission items. 

McGills Sculptures, 

46 Bury New Road, 
Ramsbottom, Lancs 
Tel: 0706 824979 



B & B BUILDERS 

Renovations ★ Plastering w Painting and 
Decorating ★ Carpentry ★ 

General Building Work 
★ Hire craftsmen 

All aspects of storm damage and insurance work 

Tel: BANBURY (0295) 250949 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS 


ALL ASPECTS OF HOUSEHOLD 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

★ INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATING 

* LANDSCAPE GARDENING AND MAINTENANCE 

★ HEDGES. GRASS CUTTING AND CLEARANCE 

* TREE WORK AND PATIOS 


A. P. WETHERALL 



WALLINGFORD 
(0491) 
J!!§2 



IS YOUR ROOF A SIEVE? 

More water in than out 
IF SO WE CAN HELP 


HIGH PERFORMANCE FELT SYSTEM 

One loose or partly bonded underlay, two layers of 
roll and pour High Performance felt with solar reflec- 
tive finish. To be covered by a 10 year guarantee. 

ROOF WATERPROOFING SYSTEM 

The Roof Waterproofing System, which is applied 
over existing felt or corrugated surface. The system 
consists of liquid bitumen bonded together by a rein- 
forcing membrane with a solar reflective finish. To 
be covered by a five year guarantee. 





ARKHOUSEc 

ROOFINGE, 


For flat and corrugated roofs 
Commercial & Domestic Work undertaken 


© BASINGSTOKE (0256) 840103 
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TERRY’S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and 
full board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of 
glorious garden, wonderful 
views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 

If interested please contact: 
Miss Warner 
0273 492821 


• ^Budget 

Direct 



0800 282814 

OR WRITE FOR CATALOGUE TO 
BU0GET DIRECT LID, FREEPOST, 
DEPT 750, WEST WICKHAM - 
KENT BR4 ONJ 


#4 




FETES - SHOWS - 6ALAS - 
PARTIES - etc. etc. 

The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair 
Organ — Fun Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 
781888 24 HR Answering 
: Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon- 
Fri) Or write... The Bouncy 
Castle Company, 

9 Easthampstead Road, 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG1 1 2EH 


ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work. 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available 

TEL: BATH 339484 


AUEN TANNER 

Quality memorials supplied 
and erected in stone marble 
and granite 

Existing stones cleaned or 
renovated reliable service at 
competitive rates. 

7 ROSE HALL LANE 
MIDDLETON CHENEY, 

BANBURY 
(0295) 710593 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON- 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 23978. Somerset 
House, 145 London Rd. High Wycombe. 
Bucks HP11 1BT. 


(Philippians ch 4 v 14) 


CHRISTIANS PRINTING FOR CHRISTIANS 


White Dove Printing Services 

(Mail Order Specialists) 

The Studio, Harris Court, Albert Street, 
Featherstone, Pontefract. W Yorks WF7 5EX 
Tel/Fax: (09771 600131 


Churches. Missions. Christian run 
companies businesses, societies, elc 


I Catalogue/Prices/Samples on request I 
30% lower than present market pricesl 
NO VAT plus FREE delivery 

SECRETARIAL WORK. No 

job too small or large. Com- 
petitive prices. Tel: 9491 67158. 


St Mary the Virgin , Langley 

Choirmaster and 
Organist 

A Choirmaster and Organist is re- 
quired for this busy suburban church 
with a well established choral tradi- 
tion. Weekly Sung Eucharist with oc- 
casional Evensong and weekday 
evening services. 

Salary £1,000 per annum plus 
substantial fees. 

Further details available from: 

Reud Paul Brown, 180 Langley 
Road, Langley, Slough SL3 7EE 


HOMEWORKERS 

required to receive and forward mail enquiries. 

Earn up to £100 par 100 
anquiriaa processed. 

For details send SAE to: 

NETWORK MEMBER 

18 Tower Road West 
St Leonards-on-Sea 
East Sussex TN38 ORG 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 


We exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you are 
single, widowed, or divorced. 


Wc are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 


WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
.5, Vale Terrace, Waierfoot, Rossendale, 
Lancashire, BB4 9JQ 


ST NICHOLAS CHURCH 

ICKFORD 

FLOWER 

FESTIVAL 

August 2nd/3rd 
10.00 am — 7.30 pm 

August 4th 
10.00 am — 6 pm 

Refreshments Available 



HAWRIDGE and Cholesbury. 
Church Annual Fete, Hawridge 
Common, Monday 26th August. 
Official opening at 2pm. 


TO LET 

3-bedroomed house 
available for rent in Eynsham 
from August. 
Furnished or unfurnished. 

CQfttICt: MV F. I. k. MASON 
Tel: 0095 833506 


on August 10th 
from 12 noon- 7pm 1 
of the WycNffe Open Day, and 
meet 1,000 other people who 
are at interested in the future i 
of Bible translation as you are. 


nOfjioys Vg^coon, wod wycoinDo, 
Bucks HP14 3XL 0494 482521 
(Registered Charity) 


CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP/MAR- 
RIAGE INTRODUCTIONS. Singles 
Fellowship Groups. Social Events (Ox- 
ford). Holidays. CFF, Dept C6, Eden- 
thorpe, Doncaster. 


BANNER MAKING 

An Army with Banners’ 

£2.95 

Banners in His Name’ 

£2.95 

Banner Makers to the Kins’ 

£3.95 

These three books are well 
illustrated with line 
drawings and black and 
White and colour 
photography. 

Post and packing 40p per 
book or post free for three 
copies. 

Obtainable from the Editor: 

Priscilla Nunneriey (WM 
9 Chestnut Court 
Chestnut Lane 
Amersham 
BUCKS HP6 BED 


Letting your faith be seen 


NEXT May there will be a 
number of ‘Marches for Jesus’ 
in different European cities. If 
these follow the British pattern, 
banners with God’s word and 
the name of Jesus will be held 
aloft by Christians singing and 
speaking as they march for 
peace, rightousness and justice, 
and praying as they go for God’s 
forgivness and mercy. 

Already British Christians are 
contacting others in Eastern 
Europe and sending gifts and 
banners. One has just been made 
by the banner group at St 
Leonard’s, Chesham Bois, 
Amersham and delivered to a 
church they have a link with in 
Poland. It is red with a fabric 
print border and the words: ‘I 
am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world’ on it in 
gold letters. The words came 
from the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society. Our own church has 
sent four banners with English 
words to Romania. They were 
well received, but we have 
decided that subsequent banners 
will be made in Romanian. The 
Romanian Aid Society have 
been very helpful here. 

Banners are used so much in 
today’s world for statements 
about peace and freedom and 
protest, and for an infinite varie- 
ty of concerns and causes. 
Christians need to appreciate the 
immediate impact of this 
medium of communication, and 
consider their part in this scene. 
Excellence is needed for the 
design and out-working of ban- 


'■ '.Err 
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A banner depicting Old Amersham in collage 


ners, so that they are of the 
highest standard. 

Eighteen years ago the Fisher- 
folk inspired a little group in my 
church to make banners, and 14 
years ago the Lord called me to 
write a book (it took five years) 
and share what we were doing 
with others. The book was call- 
ed An Army with Banners and is 
a handbook of ideas for those 
starting out on making banners. 

At present we are researching 
for a new book. Banners Inter- 
national, and are looking for 
stories about banners made in 
other countries or ones sent as 
gifts. Please contact me if you 
can help. 

Most banners are made by 
small groups, and are either 
designed for worship inside a 
building or for proclamation 

outside. They are a focal point 
and an aid to teaching. They are 
often used for times of celebra- 
tion, but also used to comfort, 
encourage and challenge. 

One of the key principles of 


the group is that people matter 
more than things. Each person 
is encouraged to develop skills 
and gifts, and to join the group 



even if they can only cut and 
stick and make the coffee! I’ve 
found these banner groups times 
of fun and friendship, and also 
of healing, because of the joy of 
creativity and also the conver- 
sations that ofter ensue. As we 
stick and stitch we share 
ourselves and our lives, and the 
blessings of the relationships 
will remain when the banners 


are tattered flags! Banner- 
makers would say that the work 
done is part of the offering of 
worship, and give as they create 
— and not only when the finish- 
ed work is hung in place. 

The aim of the group is to 
hear what is in God’s heart for 
a particular people at a specific 
time. This is achieved as the 
group prays, listens, reads the 
Bible and discusses together. 
When all have a sense of 
rightness that such a word is the 
right one for a particular banner, 
then they go ahead. Sometimes 
pictures come first, sometimes 
they follow words. 

Banners can be made for the 
local community, the library, 
the old people’s home and the 
doctor’s surgery. People hold 
banner festivals and use them in 
carnivals and street drama. 

Three books are available to 
help, and banner days held from 
time to time (details below). Do 
please write to me if I can be of 
help. 

Priscilla Nunneriey 

Priscilla Nunnerly lives in Buck- 
inghamshire. She has been a 
teacher and spent time in Africa. 
In recent years she has shared 
with many churches her special 
interest in banner-making. Her 
three books are : An Army with 
Banners, £2. 95, Banners in His 
Name, £2.95, and Banner- 
makers to the King, £3.95. 
Published by and available from 
Christian Banners, 9 Chestnut 
Court, Chestnut Lane, Amer- 
sham, Bucks HP 6 6ED. 


Aid to church crawling 


CHURCH crawling is a gateway to lear- 
ning more about every aspect of Church 
life. Whether your interest is in people 
or things — your family tree, local 
history, places of pilgrimage, or stained 
glass, bells and architecture — our chur- 
ches provide a rich treasury. Whether a 
church was built five years ago, 100 years 
ago or 1000 years ago, it reflects the faith 
of congregations who have worshipped 
there and is a vivid witness to Christian 
belief. 

The well-known Blue Guide series 
(which publishes guides to the history, 
art and architecture of most European 
countries as well as major cities such as 
Paris, Rome and Venice) has recently 
produced a two-volume guide to the 
Churches and Chapels of England — 
Blue Guide: Churches and Chapels 
Southern England and Blue Guide: Chur- 
ches and Chapels Northern England 
(A&C Black, London, £14.95 each). This 
will be useful to those visiting a new area, 
either on holiday or for a day out, and 
who want to know which churches real- 
ly should not be missed. One volume 
covers the south of England and the other 
the north, although the dividing line ac- 
tually seems to run from the Bristol 
Channel to the Wash: Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire are in 


the southern volume but Northampton- 
shire, a county with many fine churches 
within easy visiting distance of much of 
the Diocese of Oxford, is in the northern 
volume. 

Each volume begins with the same 
general historical introduction outlining 
the development of churches in this coun- 
try from the 4th century to our own day, 
and a helpful glossary of terms. Each 
county — these are the traditional 
pre-1972 counties such as Rutland — has 
a chapter written by different people 
with expert local knowledge outlinging 
the general featues of the county and 
describing in detail a selection of chur- 
ches and chapels, including private 
chapels and non-Anglican churches. The 
chapter on Berkshire, for instance is by 
the Revd David Meara, vicar of 
Basildon. Any selection of buildings is 
necessarily arbitrary and many personal 
favourites are included, such as St Peter 
and Murum, Bradwell; St Mary le Bow, 
Cheapside; Pugin’s St Giles, Cheadle; 
and Cartmel Priory. But coming nearer 
to home, where are Compton 
Beauchamp, Daylesford and Nether 
Winchendon? These are all interesting in 
their different ways, and it is something 
of a disappointment that they have not 
been included. 



These books would be a good starting 
point for looking at churches, although 
I would prefer Pevsner’s Buildings of 
England series which include secular 
buildings and cathedrals as well as chur- 
ches, or for Oxfordshire, Jennifer Sher- 
wood’s excellent and comprehensive 
Guide to the Churches of Oxfordshire 
(Robert Dugdale in Association with Ox- 
fordshire Historic Churches Trust, 
£6.95). One point which would improve 
the value of the guides to the casual 
visitor is the inclusion of Ordnance 
Survey grid referencs — a church in a 
village is usually the most prominent 
building, but it may not be so easy to find 
in a town. 

Nevertheless, I shall be taking these 
two volumes in my car when 1 visit less 
familiar parts of the country. 1 hope they 
will encourage people to explore churches 
and begin to understand the buildings, 
the people and the faith which has in- 
spired them. 

Mary Saunders 

Mary Saunders is Secretary of the Ox- 
ford Diocesan Advisory Committee for the 
Care of Churches. 


A B &T a rfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST seeks 
two- bed roomed flat, Oxford area from 
end of September. Tel: 08444 3016. 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD 

Private Family Business 
Daimlei Fleet 
Chape I of Rest 
24-Hour Attendance 


9 1 1 London Road 
Loudwater 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 


LOSE THOSE TELL-TALE 
AGE LINES! 

Now there is an alternative to bifocals 
— at no extra cost. 

Specsavers offers new 

VARIFOCAL lenses at 

£ 69.95 

Probably the best price anywhere. 

Specsavers Opticians 

"sfclfc 

.noLACOSTE 

FRAMES CTtJI 


42 Northbrook Street, Newbury 
Telephone: (0635) 46105 
David Grieves FADO 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 
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Church: All Saints, which 
forms one parish with SS Peter 
and Paul, Appleford subject to 
pastoral re-organisation. 

History: The earliest mention of 
the parish is AD 687. A Norman 
church was built on the site in 
1 150. The present large building 
is an interesting mixture of 
styles, dating mainly from the 
14th and 15th centuries but with 
an unusual Tudor porch of red 
brick. However, the first record- 
ed priest is Aelfrwd in 1091, 
hence this year’s celebration of 
900 years of worship. The 
church has historic royal connec- 
tions and the patronage was 
granted to the Dean and Chapter 
of Windor in the reign of Ed- 
ward IV. Eric Blair, better 
known as George Orwell, and 
H. H. Asquith, the former prime 
minister, are buried in the chur- 
chyard. Also in the village is The 
Abbey, a house built by the 
monks of Abingdon in the 14th 
century and now a spiritual cen- 
tre under the direction of Bishop 
Stephen Vemey. A new history 
of the church and village by John 
Fletcher. is available. 

Electoral roll: 140 (All Saints). 

Parish priest: the Revd Adrian 
Leighton Thomas. 

Reader: Mrs Ann Taylor. 

Church Wardens: Mrs Pamela 
Vivian and Mr John Francis. 

Sunday Services: 1st and 3rd — 
8am Holy Communion {Book of 
Common Prayer ); 1st — 
10.30am Family Service; Other 
Sundays — 10.30am Parish 
Eucharist {ASB). 

Other Services: Wednesday — 
9.45am Holy Communion 
{BCP). 

Hymn Book: Hymns Ancient 
and Modem (new). 

Choir: Mixed choir of about 35 
sing on Sundays and at occa- 
sional evening services and 
festivals. Choirmaster and 
organist: Mr Patrick Salisbury. 

Bells: Team of eight, led by 
tower captain Mr John Napper. 

Junior church: 35 infants and 
juniors and four teachers meet 
during 10.30am service and 
return to church for the blessing. 

Youth Club: The choir includes 
teenagers, and almost forms a 
youth club. However, there are 
plans for setting up a separate 
club. 

Magazine: The Sutton Courtier 
edited by the Vicar and sup- 
ported by advertising, includes 
Church news from both Sutton 
Courtenay and Appleford. 

Other activities: Bible study on 
Monday evenings in the Abbey, 
sometimes led by Bishop 
Stephen Vemey; and another on 
Wednesday afternoons; the 
Friends of All Saints seek to 
raise funds for the maintenance 
of the church; the All Saints 
Singers give high standard con- 
certs twice a year when the choir 
is augmented by others; All 
Saints has . been trying to 
establish a link with Courtenay 
in Normandy, but awaits a rep- 
ly from the major there; bead- 
ing of the bounds; Palm Sunday 
donkey led procession; annual 
summer choir walk; vicar 
regularly visits local C.E. (con- 
trolled) school; ambitious pro- 
gramme commemorating 900 
years is under, way. 


The DOOR opens on Sutton Courtenay 


After 900 years . . . 


Still ready for new challenges 





up The All Saints Singers choral 
group and established the church 
band which performs to the 
monthly Family Service, but has 
also produced three musical 
cassettes with the choir. He sees 
music as being important in the 
church because it is “the most 
direct form of human expres- 
sion’ ’and as such is essential in 
something as fundamental as 
worship. He says choirs and 
church bands provide an ideal 
way for different generations to 
meet together and enhance their 
worship. 

The family service has been 
re-introduced by the recently in- 
stalled vicar, the Revd Leighton 
Thomas. The service’s aim is to 
“integrate all members of the 
church into a worshipping com- 
munity, with no reliance on 
traditional liturgical forms”. 
The vicar has felt very welcome 
in the village and he looks for- 
ward to the future with his 
friends of the church. Since he 
was instituted, a monthly parish 
magazine has been published. 
The Sutton Courtier, is seen by 
the vicar as a “new vehicle of 
communication in the life of the 
church”. Another recent change 
was the formation of the Junior 
Church at the beginning of the 
year. At present over 30 
children meet together on Sun- 
day mornings and then walk to 
the church in time for the bless- 
ing. Chris Pyke is one of the 
leaders, and says that numbers 
have increased every week and 
that activities include singing, 
using puppets and playing 
games, all connected to the ASB 
theme for the day. He believes 
that by the end of the year there 
may be 150 children involved, 
depending on whether more 
helpers can be found, and he 
hopes to organise something in 
the village for the older children. 

The church fs a place of 




Adam Jenkins 


Patrick Salisbury, choirmaster and organist, rehearses the choir. 


fellowship. Indeed the reader, 
Mrs Ann Taylor, believes the 
church to be thriving because of 
“a spirit of friendship, love and 
enjoyment”, and she looks for- 
ward to God’s church being ex- 
tended beyond the walls of the 
building and out into the com- 
munity and surrounding area. 
This “spirit” of friendship is ac- 
companied by one of co- 
operation, for only with co- 
operation could the celebrations 
go as smoothly as they have so 
far. 

It is this feeling of 
togetherness, along with the 
high standard of music that 
makes me enjoy worshipping at 
All Saints and I feel confident 
that it will continue for another 
900 years, if not more! 

Adam Jenkins 


Adam {pictured below) is cur- 
rently in the fifth form at Ab- 
ingdon School where he has just 
completed his GCSEs. He has 
been a member of the church 
choir for eight years, and a bell 
ringer for four. He also plays the 
clarinet in the church band. His 
composition of ' Pie Jesu' was 
sung at the church's recent 
Whitsun Festival. 

All photos are by Frank 
Blackwell. 


SUTTON Courtenay is a large 
village of about 3,000, which 
lies between Abingdon and Did- 
cot. The parish is closely link- 
ed with that of St Peter and St 
Paul’s, Appleford and the vicar 
of Sutton Courtenay also takes 
the Appleford services. The 
Thames flows nearby, and of- 
fers numerous pleasant walks. In 
the summer, visitors come to the 
village to visit the historic 
buildings. 1991 is a very special 
year for one such building, 
because the church of All Saints 
is celebrating its 900th birthday. 

The earliest parts of the 
church date from 1091, when 
William II was king. By 1150 
the church had a tower, nave 
and chancel. During the 14th 
century the chancel arch was 
made higher and wider, and 200 
years later the nave was extend- 
ed and aisles built to accom- 
modate an expanding 
congregation. In 1643, during 
the Civil War, the vicar of the 
parish is reputed to have stored 
gunpowder in the church. Un- 
fortunately this blew up and 
repairs were required. In more 
recent times, the church has 
been associated with two famous 
people: both Herbert Asquith, 
who was Prime Minister during 
World War I, and the author 
George Orwell, who wrote 1984 
and Animal Farm , are buried in 
the churchyard. 

The village of today is much 
changed from that of 50 years 
ago; after World War n, a hous- 
ing shortage demanded that an 
estate was to be built at the south 


of the village, resulting in a 
large population increase. In 
1975, Didcot Power Station was 
opened in the parish and has re- 
mained a constant feature of the 
landscape. Soon after this, the 
Field Study Centre was created 
which now contains much 
wildlife and is often used by the 
cubs, brownies and pupils of the 
local primary school. 

By now the 900th anniversary 
celebrations are well under way. 
They began in January, when 
the eight bells pealed out for 
three hours and the Bishop of 
Oxford joined the congregation 
for an Epiphany lunch. In 
February, ‘The Boy with a Cart’ 
by Christopher Fry was per- 
formed in the church by many 
of the villagers, produced by 
Mrs Mary Spalding. 

April’s charity auction raised 
£1 ,05 1 , but the climax was dur- 
ing Whitsun, when a festival of 
flowers, art and music took 
place in the church while at the 
same time there was a medieval 
fair on the Green. On the even- 
ing of Whit Sunday, a concert 
of 900 years’ of music and 
readings was performed by the 
choir and members of the con- 
gretation. 

All proceeds from the year are 
to go to nine charities (one for 
each century of the church’s ex- 
istence). Already a Guide Dog 
for the Blind has been spon- 
sored, so resources can be con- 
centrated on the other eight 
charities which include Christian 
Aid and Oxfam. The year’s co- 


ordinator is Mrs Pamela Vivian. 
Plans for the celebrations began 
two years ago: all the clubs and 
societies in the village were in- 
vited to send representatives to 
a meeting and it was decided to 
try to hold one large event each 
month. Future events include a 
Son et Lumiere show and a visit 
by the Christ Church Cathedral 
Choir. The last event will be a 
torchlight procession through 
the village in December. 


Much fund-raising is also car- 
ried out by The Friends of All 
Saints Church. The chairman, 
Mr Alan Crane, says that their 
aim is to preserve the fabric of 
the church. Each year the 
Friends raise money by holding 
raffles and other events, which 
is then used to pay for im- 
provements to the church. 


There is a strong musical 
tradition at the church, mainly 
due to the current organist and 
choirmaster, Mr Patrick 
Salisbury, who has not only set 
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Hey, mh*t * jrent 

friftmy yen'ee jet. 

Muft keet left yen « 
fertune ? 






Ne, it Mn't! It’s tent 
with * new frtuff frem 

APPROACHWAYS 
Tel. (0202) 762020 

or cut out coupon 






THE SECRET 

in your choice of colour) and t 
is yours — cobblestone, brick 

THE RESULT 


We lay it in one piece (in your choice of colour) and then imprint the pattern 
— again the choice is yours — cobblestone, bricks, basketware, etc. 


Paving which is quick, inexpensive, and a beauty to behold. 

NO-ONE KNOWS THE DIFFERENCE BUT YOU! 

And you'll know it when you see how long it lasts, with 

NEVER A WEED GROWING BECAUSE THERE ARE NO CRACKS 

Moreover, dirt washes off easily 
Please cut out , send or telephone 

ToAPPROACHWAYS ” “ 

Alright, Tm intrigued, but I'd like to have many more details, prices, etc. 


.Tel:. 


Send to: APPROACHWAYS, DEPT DR 07, GILD HOUSE. 64 NORWICH AVENUE WEST. 
BOURNEMOUTH. DORSET. 
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WHAT’S ON 


JULY 

Sat 6 STEVENTON. St Michael & All 
Angels Church Fete on the village green. 
Opened by the Bishop of Reading at 
2.30pm. Stalls, games, clay-pigeon 
shooting, mini-coach rides and the Ox- 
fordshire Schools Big Bang. Details: 
Mary Thompson 0235 832077. 

Sat 6-Sun 14 OXFORD. St Giles' 
Festival. Exhibition, sale & demonstra- 
tions. Opening day & Sundays 2-6pm, 
other days 10am-6pm. Music & talks 
8pm Mon-Thurs £2. Details: 08675 
2498. 

Sat 6-Sun7 MILTON-u- 
WYCHWOOD. Flower Festival, with 
music and handbells at the Church of St 
Simon & St Jude. Sat. 10.30am-6pm, 
Sun. 10.45am-6pm. Coffee and cream 
teas. 

Sat 6 ASCOT. The Ascot Country Fayre 
in the rectory gardens. All Saints' 
Church. 1.30pm. Sideshows, stalls, 
children’s events, refreshments. Free. 
Details: W. Stebbings 0344 883839. 
Sat 6 OXFORD. Music, games, fun, 
worship, praise at the Children’s Music 
Workshop run by the Music in Worship 
Trust with Legacy, a musical duo. 
Suitable for 5-1 Is. 2 -4pm, St Matthew’s 
Church, Marlborough Road. £2. Details: 
Martin Cox, 17 Long Lane, Littlemore, 
Oxford, tel: 0865 774254/Jem Leffler, 50 
Pinnocks Way, Bolley. Oxford, tel: 0865 
862639. 

Sun 7 MILTON-u-WYCHWOOD. 

Songs of Praise with additional music by 
the music group of St Michael’s, 
Aberystwyth. 6.30pm, Church of St 
Simon and St Jude. Proceeds towards the 
building fund for the new church room. 
All Welcome. Details: 0993 830075. 
Thurs 11-Sun 14 GRIMSBURY, Ban- 
bury. A celebration of 100 years of the 
life & work of St Leonard's Church 
through flowers & a small exhibition. 
Eucharist 7.30pm Thurs 1 1 with the 
Bishop of Dorchester. Church open 
throughout. Details: 0295 258909. 

Fri 12 HEADINGTON, Oxford. Con 
cert by the Headington Singers and Or- 
chestra, conducted by Tony Dwyer. 
Including Verdi's Stabat Mater, Handel's 
Zadok the Priest and Bach’s Brandenberg 
Concerto no 4 in G. Retiring collection. 
8pm at All Saints Church, Lime Avenue. 
Details: 0865 65511/751215/819221. 
Sat 13 SUTTON COURTENAY. 
Water into Wine’, a retreat into the 
Gospel of St John led by Bishop Stephen 
Verney at The , Abbey. 10am-5pm. 
Details: 0235 847401. 

Sat 13 NEWTON LONGVILLE. St 
Faith’s Country Fayre includes crafts, 
flower festival, grand draw. 
10.30am-5pm. Barn dance 8pm. Details: 
0908 647129. 

Sat 13-Sun 14 DUNSMORE, Nr 
Wendover. Interdenominational 
weekend at the Church of the Resurrec- 
tion. Display of regalia, books, ac- 
coutrements illustrating the customs & 
practices of the denominations whose 
congregations have joined us for worship. 
Church open Sat 10am-6pm and Sun 
10am-3pm followed by a service at 6pm. 
Details: 0296 624480. 

Sat 13-Sun 14 CROWTHORNE. 
Flower Festival. ‘A Celebration of Wed- 
ding Anniversaries’ at St John’s Parish 
Church, Waterloo Road. Organ recitals 
& musical interludes on both days. Ex- 
hibition by Crowthome & Sandhurst Art 
Society. Coffee, lunch & tea available. 
Details: Susan Robertson 0344 772741. 
Sat 13 TILEHURST, Reading. St Mary 
Magdalen Summer Concert. 7.30pm. 
Reading Concert Singers & Thames 
Wind Concert Band. £3 cone. £2. 
Details: 0734 425290. 

Sat 13 LAVENDON, near Olney. St 
Michael’s Church annual fete. 2.30pm. 
All the usual attractions with the best cup 
of tea in North Bucks! 


Sun 14 BINFIELD. Village Gardens 
Open Day. Visit 12 gardens for £2 in aid 
of All Saints Church restoration fond. 
2-7pm. Details: 0344 423370. 

Sun 14 MEDMENHAM, nr Marlow. 
Flower Festival in the Church & 12 
gardens open, teas, plants & cakes for 
sale. £2. children free. For SS Peter & 
Paul retiling fond. 

Mon 15 WITNEY. Holy Trinity 
Church, Wood Green. 7.30pm service of 
dedication for the porch gates given in 
memory of the late William & Betty 
Angove. Preacher: Canon James Rone. 
Wed 17 COOKHAM DEAN. Choir will 
perform Faur6 -Requiem in the Church. 
Refreshments. Retiring collection. 
Thurs 18 LATIMER. Evening recital by 
music pupils of Amersham School. 8pm. 
Retiring collection for organ restoration. 
Sat 20-Sn 21 SOUTH LEIGH, nr 
Witney. Patronal Festival weekend. 
Flower Festival from 2pm Sat with teas 
& produce stall. Sun: Matins 9.30am, 
Evensong 6pm. Proceeds for Church 
Restoration inc. 14/ 15th century murals. 
Thurs 25. Sung Eucharist 7.30pm. 

Sun 21 SPELSBURY, nr Chipping 
Norton. ‘The Living Churchyard’ an ex- 
hibition and video (kind permission of the 
Church & Conservation Project, Arthur 
Rank Centre). 3pm All Saints Church. 
Tea available. Donations welcome for 
church heating fund. Details: 0608 
810398. 

Sun 21 LAVENDON, nr Olney. St 
Michael’s Church open to view. 
2.30-4pm. The oldest church in the 
Newport Pagnell Deanery. Tea & 
biscuits. 

Sun 21-Sat 27 SUTTON 
COURTENAY. The Abbey Gandhian 
Summer School. An opportunity for 
Christian & others to explore an apprecia- 
tion of Gandhian teachings. Details: 0235 
847401. 

Fri 26 FINGEST. Healing service with 
laying on of hands and annointing at a 
celebration of Holy Communion. 
10.15am, St Batholomew’s Church. 
Details: 0491 63781. 

Sat 27 ASCOTT-u-WYCHWOOD. 
Ascott Fete on the green. Stalls, morris 
dancing, teas. In aid of church funds for 
Holy Trinity. From 2pm. Details: The 
Revd T. Thornton 060 876572. 

Sat 27-Sun 28 WEST HANNEY, nr 
Wantage. Exhibition of kneelers with 
flowers at the church of St James the 
Great. Teas in the Old Vicarage Garden, 
craft staH. Sat 1 lam-5pm. Sun 2-5pm. 
Details: 0235 868203. 

Sun 28 BURNHAM BEECHES. St 
Anne’s Dropmore. Special Eucharist for 
St Anne’s Day in our 125th year. 
9.30am. Teas 3-5pm. 

Sun 28 MARSWORTH. All Saints 
Church compline by candlelight. Walks 
& refreshments 6pm, compline 9pm. 
Details: Cottesloe Christian Training Pro- 
gramme 029671 3603. 

AUGUST 

Fri 2-Sun 4 ICKFORD. Village 
Pastimes is the theme of Ickford Flower 
Festival. To include displays representing 
wood-turning, chair-caning, bobbin & 
lacemaking, calligraphy, painting & 
sculpture plus a major display on ‘The 
Circus’ which is the theme for the Ickford 
Festival. Brochure 50p. Refreshments all 
3 days. Display of kneelers also on show 
in the chancel which will be dedicated at 
the Sunday evening Songs of Praise. 
Saturday evening concert by Discantus a 
London-based choir. Concert £3.50 by 
programme. Full details: Mrs Anne 
Prickett 0844 339734 (Tues, Wed, Thurs 
or 0844 339254). 

Wed 14 NORTH LEIGH. Lift Off ’91 
— The J Team’ a holiday club with 
teaching, games, competitions, craft for 
youngsters 4-11 years. 10am-12.30pm in 
St Mary’s Church. Special Family Ser- 
vice on Sunday August 18, 10am. 


Wed 14 BURFORD. Open air Eucharist 
at Burford Priory to celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of the foundation of the Benedic- 
tine Community 1 1 .30am. Garden & ex- 
hibition open until 8.30pm. Bring a 
picnic. Details: 0993 823605. 

Fri 23-Mon 26 MARSWORTH. A 
Festival of Drama & Song’. All Saints' 
Church Flower Festival. Book stall, bric- 
a-brac etc. Lunches & teas (parties 
welcome by arrangement). Details: 
044282 2043 

Sat 24-Sun 25-Mon 26 CHENIES. St 
Michael’s Church Flower Festival. Sat & 
Mon 10am-7pm, Sun 12noon-5.30pm 
with Evensong at 6pm. Teas, produce 
stall. For Church repair fond & Amer- 
sham Hydrotherapy Pol Appeal. 

Sat 24-Sun 25 SONNING-ON- 
THAMES. Bridal & Flower Festival, St 
Andrew’s Church. More than 50 floral 
displays; collection of local bridal gowns 
both past & present; exhibition of wed- 
ding memorabilia; refreshments. Wed- 
ding service on Sat afternoon & a 
light-hearted look at marriage in the even- 
ing with a concert & readings in the 
Church. Festival service with family 
theme on Sunday morning with The Rt 
Revd John Bone, Bishop of Reading. 
Members of the congregation will be in- 
vited to renew their wedding vows. A 
second concert, organised by villagers, 
will close the festivities. Details: Bob 
Peters 0734 693589. 

Sun 25-Mon 26 UFFINGTON. Uff- 
ington White Horse Show. Open Sun 12 
noon -6pm, Mon 10am-6pm. £4 (OAPs & 
children £1). Proceeds to Uffington, 
Woolstone and Baulking churches and 
local charities. Details: 036782 
340/367/623/516. 

Sun 25 MARSWORTH. McVicker & 
Barham Duo present a recital on organ 
& piano. 7.30pm. All Saints Church. 
£7.50 inc. wine in the interval, pro- 
gramme includes works by Bach, 
Mozart, Wesley & Debussy. Tickets 
from Tony Ibotson, 4 Wellington Place, 
Cooks Wharf, Cheddington, Leighton 
Buzzard LU7 9AD, tel: 0296 668271. 
Cheques payable to ‘Marsworth 1991 
Organ Recital’. 

Sat 31-Sun Sept 1 CHARLTON-ON- 
OTMOOR, ODDINGTON & MUR- 
COT. Festival of Flowers in each church 
on the theme of ‘Otmoor Heritage'. 
Photographic history in the Baptist 
Chapel. Cream teas in the village hall. 
Details: Clenys Edwards 086733 233. 

NOTICES 

EVANGELISM & EUCHARIST a 

conference at St Stephen’s House, Ox- 
ford. Sept 15-21. Run by the Inter- 
Anglican Study Programme. Many 
distinguished speakers. £210 inc. foil 
board. Details: The Revd Robin Eastoe, 
144 Fencepiece Road. Hainault, Ilford, 
Essex IG6 2LA. 

BERKSHIRE CHRISTIAN TRAIN- 
ING SCHEME courses include ‘The 
Pool of Bethsaida-Sink or swim in the 
Healing Ministry’ at St Michael’s Cen- 
tre, Easthamstead from Sept 30; ‘Explor- 
ing the Foundation of the Christian Faith’ 
a day course in Reading on local 
evangelism on October 5; ‘Philosphy of 
Religion; the world today' at Christ 
Church, Reading from Sept 28. Details: 
The Revd Nicholas Cranfield, St Mary’s 
House, Chain St, Reading. Berks RG1 
2HX, tel: 0734 571057. 

SUMMER LECTURES at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford. July 3 ‘What 
are virtues & do we want them?’; 10 
Prudence’; 17 ‘Courage’; 24 
‘Temperance’; 31 ‘Justice’. August 7 
“There remain these three: Faith’; 14 
Hope’; 21 ‘The greatest of these: 
Charity’. All at 5pm in the Priory Room 
at Christ Church. Details from the 
Cathedral Office. 

VOLUNTEERS needed for the summer 
months at the Gatehouse Drop-in Centre, 


Oxford. This centre for the homeless & 
lonely is open Tues-Sat 5-7pm. Contact: 
The Gatehouse, Northgate Hall. St 
Michael’s Street, Oxford OX1 2DU, tel: 
0865 792999. 

HOSTESSES needed to offer people a 
break from family ties for a few days. It 
may be a mother on her own or perhaps 
with a child or an older person who needs 
a rest. If you can help, please contact Pam 
Levene, Away From It All representative 
on 0344 772703. 

MEET CHRISTIANS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION this autumn. Depart 
Sept 28 for 10 days. £628 inc. Spend 4 
nights in Leningrad, 1 in Novgorod, 4 
nights in Moscow. Contact Deaconess 
Ann Shukman, The Old School House, 
Tackley, Oxford OX5 3 AH, 0869 83761 . 
SUNDAY NIGHTS LIVE are simple 
evenings of worship with music at St 
Mary’s Church, Aylesbury. They include 
Tais6-style music & prayers and are 
based on the Iona style of service. Ser- 
vices are monthly on September 22, Oc- 
tober 27, November 24, December 15 at 
7pm. Details: Derek Randall 0296 
413018. 

THE CORALLIAN SINGERS is an 
established amateur choir chich sings 
light-hearted renaissance music (English 
& Italian Madrigals). The choir likes to 
give some performance each year, free 
of charge, for charitable or entertainment 
purposes. If your church would like to ar- 
range a visit contact Peter Hills on 0235 
521077. 

EVANGELISM AND SERVICE 
TOGETHER is a day conference on 
September 28 organised by Buckingham- 
shire Ecumenical Council. It is an oppor- 
tunity to find out about ways churches can 
work together. The main speaker is 
Canon Martin Reardon, General 
Secretary of Churches Together in 
England. 10am-4pm at Great Missenden. 
Details & to book: Anne Kerr, Chiltern 
House, Lee Common, Great Missenden, 
Bucks HP16 9LD, 024 020 227. 
CHALFONT ST GILES FESTIVAL. 
A festival of flowers & crafts from 
September 1-8. Sun 1st, 10am Family 
Communion with the Bishop of Oxford 
preaching, 3.30pm St Giles Ringers at- 
tempt a foil peal of 5,056, 6.30pm Even- 
ings, 9pm Son et Lumiere at Milton’s 
Cottage. Mon. to Sat. Concerts every 
evening — orchestral, choral and cham- 
ber. Sun 8, 10am Family Communion, 
6.30pm Festival Evensong with The 
Dean of Windsor preaching. The Flower 
Festival is open 10.30am-4pm Mon & 
Tues, 12-4. 30pm Sun and !0am-13.30pm 
Wed. Also craft exibitions and 
demonstrations, teas & coffees. Full 
details: Sheelagh Poole, The Rectory, 
Chalfont St Giles, Bucks HP8 4JH 02407 
2097. 

FRIENDS OF THE CLERGY COR- 
PORATION is a charity which provides 
assistance, including financial help, to 
Anglican clergy and their dependents in 
need or distress. Grants may cover ex- 
penses at times of bereavement, holidays, 
school clothing, home repairs, 
medical/dental expenses etc. Apply to 
The Secretary, FOCC, 27 Medway 
Street, London SW1P 2BD. 

CAR BOOT SALES at Ivinghoe Lawn 
in aid of Church restoration. 10am on the 
first Saturday in July, August, 
September, October. Sellers £5, buyers 
free. Refreshments. Details: 0296 
668336. 

VILLAGE APPRAISALS / ACTION 
PLAN CONFERENCE. Oxfordshire 
rural Community Council is running this 
one-day course on September 28, and a 
series of workshops in October, to en- 
courage more rural communities to carry 
out a stock take of their village. 
IQam-4.30pm Didcot Civic Hall, £12 inc 
lunch. Please book first with ORCC, The 
Hadow Rooms, 101 Banbury Road, Ox- 
ford OX2 6NE, 0865 512488. 



A ten-year cycle 

THE Ven John Morrison, Archdeacon of Buckingham 
receives a scroll from Audrey Hughes of Great Missenden. 
The scroll is from Kent, Hampshire, Berkshire and Buck- 
inghamshire, congratulating the Suffolk Historic Churches 
Trust who launched the now-national Historic Churches 
Sponsored Cycle Ride ten years ago. The scroll is one of four 
being cycled from various parts of the country to arrive in 
Bury St Edmunds next month for a special service. 

This year’s Historic Churches Sponsored Ride is on Satur- 
day September 14. Last year 3,100 people of all ages cycled 
round hundreds of churches in Berks, Bucks and Oxon rais- 
ing over £100,000. “This year,’’ explains Pippa Corbett, 
Oxon county organiser, “we hope to see people riding, walk- 
ing, cycling, skateboarding, jogging, running, and even 
canoeing round the county’s churches.’’ If you would like 
to take part contact your county organiser: Berks Clifford 
Nicholls 0344 57381, Bucks Major J. P. Wetherall 0234 
712614, Oxon Pippa and George Corbett 0280 704820/071 
235 1538. - 

Photo courtesy of Bucks & Herts Newspapers. 


THE WORLD AT ONE WITH GOD. 

A study day for Christians from many 
churches to explore their concerns about 
the pressures on the world we share with 
the rest of Creation. Saturday September 
21, 10am-4pm All Saints Methodist 
Church, Appleford Drive, Abingdon. 
Details: the Revd Brian Jones, 103 Ap- 
pleford Drive, Abingdon, OX1 2AQ, 
0235 521868. 

COTTESLOE CHRISTIAN TRAIN- 
ING PROGRAMME is running courses 
in creative writing, church embroidery, 
calligraphy & postermaking, & rural 
Sunday Schools. Also two talks by Prof 
Russell Stannard of the Open University 
on ‘Time & Existence’ & a one year 
course, part-time for those wanting to 
become more confident about knowing, 
living & sharing the Christian faith. 
Details: The Revd Judy Rees, 15 Weston 
Road, Great Horwood, Bucks MK17 
8DP. 029671 3603. 


FAITH IN THE COUNTRYSIDE is a 
10- week course in September at the 
Langtree Community Education Centre, 
Woodcote, Reading. The course will ex- 
amine the issues raised by the ACORA 
report. Details: the Revd Cyril Rodgers, 
Woodcote Vicarage, Reading RG8 0QX, 
tel: 0734 680979. 

COURSES FOR CLERGY & 
DOCTORS are offered by the Church’s 
Ministry of Healing, The Old Rectory, 
Crowhurst, Battle, E Sussex. Nov 25-29; 
Jan 20-24 ’92; Nov 23-27 ’92. Write to 
the above address. 

FALKLANDS PILGRIMAGE for the 
centenary celebrations of Christ Church 
Cathedral. Archbishop of Canterbury 
presiding. Also visits to historic & 
wildlife sites. February 17-29, £3,000. 
Details: The Revd P. Pillam, The 
Vicarage, Chipping Camden, Glos, 
GL55 6HU, 0836 840671. 


Oxford 

(MostCy 

Mozart in the Meadows 

The City of Oxford Orchestra's 10 Concert 
celebration of MOZART’S bicentenary 

Every SATURDAY & SUNDAY From : 

13 July- 11 August 
at 7.30pm in Christ Church Meadows 

Highlights include:- 
Eine kleine Nachtmusik 
Symphony No«40 in G minor 
Overture: The Marriage of Figaro 
Clarinet Concerto 
and 

HANDEL'S Water Music 
Music for Royal Fireworks 

Booking: 

City of Oxford Orchestra (0865) 252365 

Blackwell's Music Shop (0865) 792792 

Oxford Town Hall St. Aldates Oxford 
HMV (Classical Dept.) 44 Commarket St. 
Keith Prowse Tickets (071) 793 1000 


The faithful witness (2) 

IN the last issue of The DOOR, I referred to the ministry of 
Ananias, which was to prove so influential in the life of the 
Church (Acts 9.1-19) He stands for the truth in every age, that 
evangelism is not just a matter for experts or high powered prac- 
titioners on TV or radio. 

Every Christian is called to ‘faithful witness’. Ananias was 
no theologian; he would have lost any argument with Saul the 
Rabbi on that basis. He may not have been a very experienced 
Christian. He is not honoured in the calendar of saints. He had 
no assets except for a sturdy belief in the guidance of God, the 
courage to act on it and a simple testimony to give. 

It has often been observed that the phenomenal growth of the 
Church in the first five centuries was not due to inspired leader- 
ship or to imperial patronage, or to Roman roads or the Greek 
language; it was due rather to the willingness of ordinary 
members of the Church to talk about their faith — the slave 
chatting to his fellow slaves, traders imparting their experience 
of Christ to other traders, soldiers confiding in other soldiers, 
teachers sharing their experience with their pupils. Evangelism 
of this kind has always been the lifeblood of the Church. 

The Decade of Evangelism will have justified its inception if 
it encourages ordinary members of the Church to maintain a 
‘faithful witness’ in the sports club or office or bar, at work 
and at leisure. We shall be in good company. The author of the 
fourth gospel uses the word for ‘testify’ or ‘witness’ over 50 times 
in the course of 21 chapters, thus emphasising what he regard- 
ed as the primary function of the Christian in his day — to be 
a ‘faithful witness’. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author of 
many books. He lives near Banbury. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 


h 


58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 





